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contact Us.) “It’s them! Blast them!” 
tenmitoeaston | —A Stormtrooper, Star Wars: Episode IV 4 New 
vevtnwopinnn | MOD 1977 








wwe Se 
lnier ne wer Pecer lores 
wraba b F ¢ Director Or Hiroe 
uur sives as there ever been a movie army as stylish Stucky Marueger Sebi boron 
Naar haem} and jeanic a8 the lmperial sermlraogers? pend npr le en rl 

ia. Like most movie villains, they are terrible FF oe Lats Rapes 
rae otiewlteclapatet shet¢—unless the story requires them to be = Mocheee Fairtasrit 
anes deadly accuraie—=and mot nearly as intelligent as their “iain 


cunning Sith Lord masters. They come in all sorts of styles 
Ta pebecyievta vLJ. anes and are ready lar every eventuality, be it sand, snow, or 
col] Lal fren ee PPP even space. Feecuily Vivian Cheung 
Fr UA, dH eis sa [ae i ews 1 Poblisher Mick Lanun 
pimaen col MG 7] 12 or In thas ifaue, he Empire strikes 25 bestselling Star Mik Lancy 
264, 1T PRS GL AM Wars authar Jazon Fry investigates iho Emperor's loyal 


soldiers. Who are they? Where are they from? 4nd what 


r Leigh B dich 





Deer nt berry, 









kind of shrange variants of thal lamas and feaarsornte LG Tsribution; Beurpe Interlink, Gurtis 
Star Havs insite is armor are there? Adter giving away so many secrets, there ee het 
erirpeaarpair (start will be mo escape for his Fry-ness this time... PU Doreen Seah Pas 
— Gana ceenner And then there's the mighty 50 1st Legion, Whenever _ = pa ceed 
cormu'digitind | see these amazing men and women clad in full costume, (er ae ar 
selllesaly entertaining the crowds, | revert back bo being a eral, rinhomerne nine 
Flzed Ui on child and clam wp. When they demand you kneel down and ite subeerp na rae ea 
i; Facebook Mace your hands on top of your head you have no choite re Rete. 
ig ace ; but to comply, even if they are very driendly im read Lite! po 
Aa accep As | write this—in early January—the big mews is adinfofatita Panvalit com 
that Marvel Comics will be publishing Star Mars comics STAR WARS INSIIER APRIL 701A 
Ewitter starting in 2018. in the meantime, Dark Horse Comics, h ih 


custodians of the ligense for the Last 20 years, ic set 
to conclude its amazing run with what promises to be 
Wisi | a fantastic year's worth of stories! 

were sianears.com | 
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May the Force be with you. Always. 
pa 
feller 


| Jonathan Wilkins, Editor 
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[ial ISSUE... 


“NO STORMTROOPER WOULD DREAM OF DISOBEDIENCE."—GC-1000, 
LUKE SKYWALKER AND THE SAADOWS OF MINDOR 


FEATURES pace 14 


: 22 PHOTO STORY eTRMTRUUPERS! a SE a a 


Rare images from the Star Wars ) ider presents ltl a a 
prequels revealed! ns 


28 A SCARLET WOMAN? cpr te 


An all-new character is introduced 
in a spectacular new story! 


36 KEN RALSTON 
The ILM visual effects 
master Interviewed! 


44 MAKE MINE MARVEL! 
Tales from the early days of the 
Star Wars comic book. 


a2 RALPH McQUARRIE 


Visit Darth Vader's secret mountain 
top castle! —— 


56 STORYBOARDS 

A special look at the amazing 
Episode IV storyboards of 
Alex Tavoularis. 


63 PHIL TIPPETT 
The Oscar-winning visual 1 
elfects artist talks about 

his work on the original trilogy! 


68 JEDI QUIZ 


Test your knowledge with our 
special Star Wars quiz! 
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shares his favorite aspects 
of the Star Mars saga! 


34 ROGUES GALLERY 


Star Wars insider meets the 
residents of Cloud City. 
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UPDATE: 


THE LATEST INFORMATION OM THE HOTLY 
ANTICIPATED Bi SAR Aes TY Se! 


ey Star Wars 

fans, dithend 
, Partillo here, 

line producer 


on Star Wars Reheds 

Here's the lates? from 

Lucas Animalion a3 we 

cominue production on the show! 


NEW DROID: REVEALED! 


Asiramechs—they' re plucky litte 
droids, always noady bo save the day 
wilha cheery whistle, aren't they? 

Nat guile. Chapper tt a lary, cranky 

lif ultemately good-hearbed) astromech 
dread, and ihe Labest characler revealed 
trem the highly anticipated Star Wars 
febels animated series. 

“ll Aries is ihe family dag.” gaed 
Dave Filoni, executive producer of the 
Show, Chopper is the eal” Chopper 
ip an eeceniial crewmember of ihe 
Ghost, tasked with keeping the starship 
rianning and operate far tle Gard of 
heroes. In reality, thanks to his many 
“unique” upgrades and customiralians, 
no einer alien, human, or draid could 
handle the job 

The degign al Chopper, a.k.a, 
€1-10P, takes cucs {rom early Ralph 
McQuarrie concept ort far A2-D2, 
eopecially ihe expressive anne that 


























Right; lehal dread 
Chasaer in lal 
Pega 


fold out of his head. As Star Wars Febels 
lakes plate Igur years prier to the events 
of Star Wars: Episode IVA Wow Hoge, 
Chapper's retro look ¢reates an aesihetic 
continuity with droids af the original trilogy. 
Star Wars Aebels is scheduled to premiere 
in fall 2014 44 4 one-hour special lelecast 
on the Disney Channel and will be followed 
bya series on Disney £0 channels araund 
ihe ward, 














STAR WARS REBELS PRODUCER WRITER SIMON KINBERG HAS BEEN TALKING 


ABOUT WHAT WE CAM EXPECT FROM THE EAGERLY ANTICIPATED SHOW... AND ITS 
SOUNDING GREAT! 


He told Eatertainment Weeki: 
he werld vere creating ts an lenparial werld. Youre 
seeing the impact of the Empire, of stormtroopers 
around the galaxy, abusing and oppressing people, 
Thematically and politically, it goes to some dark places. 
But for the tone of the show we took our cues {rom ihe original 
Miowies, whith had lum aad adventure ard swashbuckling with 
emotion and grounded human characters. We took all our cues 
fren the original films. Obvigualy there are 2light tenal 
differences betwecn A Mew Hope, Emaire, and Ahan of 
the fedy. But | think the closest intended voice of the 
Show is. Mew Hope, 50 there are places where 
we getinto darker backstories, there are places 
A we dee how cruel and malevolent the Empire 
* can be, but tor the most part its a fen and 
character-driven story. Again laking our 
cis Irene the original filing, it's less 
























and more personal, tl siarts with 
afew character introductions that 
will precede the show. | wrote 

thee fire] fie epigodas, theyre 
like a one-hour story across 
bed episedes where we 
intraduce the main 













= ‘MIRE TO SAY 
~ HAVE YOU?" 


@ lave getting ethers about all things 

Star Wars! So we've teamed up with 

our friends ot Official Pix to offer 

fantastic mystery Star Wars signed 
photo for any letbers we print! 

We hawe autographs from Mark Hamill Carrie 
Fisher, Temuera Morrison, Kenny Baker, Daniel 
Logan, and many others, to give away! 

You can talk about anything Star Wors-ralated, 
just write in to the address on page d and share 
Your thoughts! 














STAR WARS COMIC BOOK STORIES WILL 
CHANGE PUBLISHERS IM 2015 


arvel and Lucasfilm have announced 
, that Marvel pier has eclusive rights 
= to create and publish Star Wars comics 
and graphic novels,” starting in 2015, 
Marvel Camies vas the original publisher of Star 
Wars comics starting in 1977, with a 107-issue 
Tun thal concluded in 17HS. 


Dark Horse Comics has held the license since 
1971, Baginnang with Star Wars: Dark Empire, and 
continuing wilh a diverse range of tithes including, 
Siar Wears: Legacy, Star Ward Tales,” Star Wars 
Infiniiles” and current miniseries “The Star Wars,” 
bated on George Lucas’ dramatically different 
ariginal Pough dratt screemaplay, 


WHAT THEY SAID: 

Dan Buckley, Marvel publisher and president 

“Whe here at Mareel could not be more excited to 
comiinia ihe publication of Star Wars comle books 
and graphic novels. The perennial brand of Stor Wars 
if.one Sf (he peas! iconic if enlertaimmend history 
and we are honored to hawe the opportunity to bring 
our crediinve talent pool to continue, and expand Star 
Wars inte galaxias lar, lar away 


Mike Richardson, Dark Horse publisher and founder 
‘Star Wars has boen a significant part of Dark 
Horse's publishing line, with five new single issues 
Solicited far release in January alone, While we are 
Sad to report this mews, we have prepared for this 
eventuality by finding new and exciling projects ia 
place on our schedule dor 2015 and beyond.” 


Keep wilh fasider fer the lates! preweewg of 
what promises to be an amazing year as Dark 
Horse completes many fantastic story arcs! 


THE STAR WARS TRIUMPHANT! 
Dark Horse Comics’ highly acclaimed Tie Star 
Wars has scooped the prestigious award for 
Licensed Comic of the Year, The award, voted 
ler by comic book spacialty retailers, was awarded 
to the eight-issue mini series that follows George 
Lucas 6 eriginal rough drall tram May 1974, 
Congratulations to writer J. WW. Ainzler, artist 
Mike Mayhew. and colorist Rain Beredo and all st 
Dark Horse! 
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PHOTO ACTION! 


BE SURE TO CHECK OUT TWO AMAZING NEW 
ONLINE PHOTO RESOURCES! 


i ter Wars’ Tumblr page offers amazing rare photos 
and greal themes such a6 Charactor and Artis’ of 





, the Week, while Star Wars Instagram features even 
Mere fare brapes, plus (he oocasional vintage vide! 
There's new material uploaded all the time, so take a look at: 
starvars.tumbir.com 
instagram.com, starwars 
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AS THIS ISSUE OF STAR AAAS INSIDER WENT TO PRESS, NEWS EMERGED THAT ALL-NEW EPISODES 
WOULD BE AVAILABLE VIA INSTANT STREAMING FROM NETFLIX. 


1° THE UNKNOWN" 

Clore irecper Tug suattuenis foo myslerigus 
menial iUness that results inthe shocking 
death of a Jedi Master. Unable io account for 
his. eure roiss actions, Tp is sadahed and 
seni back to Kamins for examination. Anakin 
Bred “UGC bod pe Fives atmompany Tup. Bul 
their return trip is ambushed by Separatists. 
Dimected by Boaco Ng: Written by Katee Lucas 


2 CONSPIRACY" 

lAhe terile laberahories of Karina, lhe 
ailing clane trooper Tup and his friend Fives 
are quacandined for examimation following 
Tips shocking murder of a Jedi Master. 
With the help of medical droid AZi-d, Fines 
is determing” io gel to the ballon of Tips 
conditten and uncovers a secret buried decp 
within the Republic cloning proegraen. 
Dirgeted by Brian Kalin O' Coeirm ll; Written 
bey Kiatie Luc, 


3 FUGITIVE" 

Clone trooper Tup is scheduled for 
bransport to Coruscant, where the Supreme 
Chancellor's own doctors wall clasety 
examine hen, Fives bresks proleiad 

and defies orders to dig up answers, and 
discovers thal there i an onganic construct 
Olunk nce purpece hidden in Une eral 
of all clone troopers. 


Direcled Ey Danny Keller) Wretten by 
Katie Loupcacs 


4" ORDERS” 

Frees. conlinues to push for answers 
regardang the mystery of the clone 
CoMmMamination and secures an audience 
with Supreme Chancellor Palpatine. But 
the situation quackly collapses whom Fives ip 
accused of attacking ihe Chancellor, and he 
mud lee deep into the Coruscant clyseape 
whalo pursued by lallow clone troopers. 
Directed by Kyle Dunlesy; Wiritben by Kadlie 
Lueas 


5 “AN OLD FRIEND" 

Wh Anon Scipio to fund a mercy mission, 
Padre 4umidala i called upon by an old 
friend, Ruch Clevis, ba help ueceer 
cormuption in the Banking Glan They must 
evade ihe bounty hunber Embo to escape (he 
Plant with the ireoriminaleng inommatian. 
Directed by Brian Kalin O'Connell; Written 
by Christian Taylor 


6° THE RISE OF CLOVIS" 

Back on Coruscant, Clovis—kroen traitor 

of ther Republic—imakes a dubious deal 
which puts him at the bead of the Banking 
Clan, Anakin’s incraasang distrust and hatred 
of lows strains his relationship with Padme 
te breaking point 

Directed by Daring Keller; Written by 
Christian Taylor 


7 CRISIS AT THE HEART” 

Aner aking 6 deal walk Gaunt Book le 
resuiiceiate the ailing Banking Clan, Claws. 
finds hameel? as a pawnin Dooku's designs. 
Clovis has. brought ihe war to Scipio, farcing 
the Republic to intervene. 

Direcled by Sleward Lee, Written by 
Christian Taylor 


# “THE DISAPPEARED” PART I 
The peacelul world of Bardotta and its 
Pysiic ways ane lhreaiened by an ancient 
prophecy, and its lop spiritual leaders have 
vanished. Qucen Julia af Bardotta calls for 
help fron beer mosh irushed friaed in the 
Senate, Jar Jar Binks. Recognizing the 
importance of Bardalia’s spirtissl balance, 
the Jedi Council sends Mace Windui to 
accompany Binks. and investigate. 

Directed by Steevard Low; Written by 
Jonathan Rincler 


9 “THE DISAPPEARED" PART Il 
Jar Jar Binks beloved Queen Julia of the 
plane! Bandofta has been abducted by ihe 
bloodtharsty Frangael Cult to fultill a dark 
and ancient prophecy Mepresentative 
Binks and Jedi Master Windu mist find 

the missing Queen before the cult can rise 
ith Peareve r 

Directed by Bosco Mg: Wiritben by 

Jonathan Ringler 


10 “THE LOST ONE” 

A dedi mission finds & lightsaber 
belonging to the long-dead Master Sifo- 
Dyas. prompting Yoda. Obi-Wan Kenobi 
and Anakin Skywalker to bogin an 
nmvestigation into his decade-old 
Jmappearance, This sparks Darth Sidious 
to order Garth Tyranus to clean up any 
loose ends (hal may lead the Jedi to 
dieoower Une truth ef the Sith conspiracy. 
Directed by Brian Kalin O'Connell; Written 
by Chelsdian Taylor 


11 “Voices” 

Yedda is deeply ance bed when he hears & 
wots From Beyond the graves thee weice of 
Qui-Gon Jinn. Knowing that iL is impossible 
lor a Ledite rotain his elomtity alter death, 
the Jedi Council begins to worry that Yoda 
may be oorrupied by ihe influence of the 
dark side. Getermined to find answers, 
Yoda escapes Lhe Jedi Ternple to follow 
Ihe disembodsed woige, 

Directed by Danny Keller; Written by 
Christian Tayler 


12° DESTINY" 

Letting thee Force guide him, Yoda voyages. 
into the bear of the galacy to an ancient 
wrarkd [at is ene of [he wellsprings of lhe 
Force and the source of midi-chlorsans. Yoda 
undergoes deficull rials administered by 
the Find Pripglesees, mmysharbous Forte- 
wielders wha hold the secret to immortality. 
Directed by Kyle Dunleyy) Wrilien by 
Christian Taylor 


13 “SACRIFICE” 


Alter many grueling trials, Yoda next 
[revels bo lhe ancient Sith homeworld el 
Moraband, where he must lace an ancient 
evil determined 10 rule ihe galay. 
Directed by Seward Lee; Writer by 
Christian Taylor 


Ezra Bridger: 
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ART SPIEGELMAN'S SURPRISE 
ST4R WARS CONNECTION REVEALED! 
SPECIAL REPORT BY BRYAN YOUNG 


he Star Wars bubblegum cards 
originally released by the Topps 
Trading Card Company in 1977 have 
been a mainstay in the world of fan 
collecting. Over the years, mare Lhan 70 
different stries of cards have been released, 
but none have the look or feel of those original 
cards, Now wo knew theres a reasen behind i; 
Those iconic cards were originally designed by 
legendary designer Art Spiegqelenan 
Spiegelman, for those who might mot knees, 
is Lhe Pulitzer Prize-winning graphic novelist 
hehind Mawg; A Sarvivar's Tae 
In an interview on the Full of Sith Podcass, 
he spoke of fas early days with Tepps aad 
how skepiical he was of Star Wars. 
“Twas marched out lo see Stor bors 
and said, ‘Yooh, it seen like a good movie,” 
and this was at a time when Star bors was mot 
4 licensing phéramenan ar evera full cultural 
phenomenon yee, 4nd so) got te be invelved in 
he graphic design of the cards and looking al 
Slilke amd Tigiering oil what might be om thee 
back with my cohort Len Brown at Topps.” 
1S 6 piece al Star Wars history thal had 
slid through the cracks, taking ewen Star Wars 
historian Pablo Hidalge by surprise. But mov it's 
git ihere, and we can appreciate the wark ola 
master and the small thumbprint he left ona 
small darnee ef fhe Star Wars galaxy 
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dilfere 
abilities—and use them tofight 
enemies by using their special 
abilities. This veill all happen 
across arange of plamets from 
the Shar Ware univerae, including 
Locations {rom the original trilogy. 
The game is coming soon on 
105 and Android plablorms. 
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Home of the World's Largest Selection 
of Star Wars Callectibles 
from 1877 to Present 
Inveniery Wedated ia peal time én eer blandlopcem 
Bricea & Availity Subject to Changs Please Call to Canfinn 


Pon Seriea 6" ee 


Wepiree be preeide fer weed orliedk caer prec) ie eda 


10% Satetaction Guararbead id ey Arter Pelee 
E-mail confirmation with « 


Jocasta Nu 
chief Librarian | 
Exclusive Action Figure! i 


0-0/9 Pre-Order $7400 
Wava a 4 Pre-Order ST o.00 


ATTACK OF 


STAR.WARS FLD) 


THE E€LOMEZ 


$24.99 


Mow In 
! STock! 
412" Jumbo Vintage 
4-LOM bTo08 
Bosak $73.00 * Dongar $7000 
‘Han Solo fHoth) $72.50 
16-65 ST oom 
Lele Pom Oyifithesoee S709 
Lukes Sheywvalle nar pees iis fini STOOD 
Rebel Soldier pec $54.90 
Snaggleiooth mea 37S.05 
Snoatroo per jeter; SOS 
Wampae 22" predeiey SIO 
Quchidd pees STOO 


o FX Lightsabers. 








Han Sale f trooper) Delune 
nn Sater gedas 
Babe Fett (Holiday Special 
ee ee Ma | 


Anakin cman S12T.oe 
lee bal Kae 


eign OT rote 
af + 
- Waebalte 


SDCC 2013 Exchuchs Min! Bust 
Fx L teabers id minal Ackhiaer Magnitude? 5109.0 


[Remevnbile dant Boba Pet Deluca £140.00 Aino Momcier 
as 


[Tee Lege) ara ue SO9S.00 


; 
Elite Gailection = 1 £10 Beale 
©- 2G 560.00 
Az-O2 $00.09 = Vode STeoo 


Brian's Toys 
WT30 HWY 35 P.O. Box 98 Fountain City, WI 54629 
Phone: (608) 687-7572 


Faxi (608) 687-7573 email sales@brianstoys.com 


Anakia Skywalker + Garth Maul 
Darth Vader Kit Piste = Lule Skywalicer 
@bl-Wan Renchl 8149.90 each 


WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CAADS 
Prices and availability are subjact to change. 
Plaase call, Lark oF e-mail to confirm prices and avallabillty. 
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WITH THIidt JOC ta Mu Ficus? 


re ee ee 


Silken Rack Tolenods 594 
(Sat of 0] 547-09 
Talapoda et (Set of 2) 64.00 
dedi Va. Sith Muli Pack 210.00 
Special Action Figure Saat 
(S0CG 2040 Cache] 60.09 


415" Boba Fatt [Pratetype Armor} S470. c 
12° Gommerder Luke Gkpealeer (Acihi 
PreOrder 81 ee 
13> Tati niaiit pig ese $80 
42" Capbsin Han Gale fat) tre SAO 


i Lomolets 


Pleas 


buvlist.brianstoy 
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STORMTROOPERS ARENT JUST 
GRUNTS, BUT ICONS OF THE S7AR 
WARS GALAAY. /NS/OER INVESTIGATES 
THE POWER BEHIND THE EMPIRE. 
WORDS: JASON FRY 





/ 





SOME IDEAS ABOUT 
STORMTROOPERS DATE BACK 
FURTHER THAN YOU MIGHT 
THINK... OR TOOK LONGER 
TO BEAR FRUIT. 


CLONES 


Star Wars fans first heard of the 
Clane Wars in a New Hepe, bul A 
wasnt until Athrch of the Clomes 
that we saw Kamino’s secret 
clone army—the ferqrunnars 

of the stonmbiroopers. Before 
Episade 11, Shave ters lore 
generally depicted stonmbroopers 
) 25 recruits or conscripts: afterward, it eaploned the idea that 

) capable ar merely inertial lmparials were selected 

for cloning, with Hasbro's stonmbrooper action figures even 
qaineng clone laces beneath their elmnels. Bul the lee wasn 
new: 1978's Star Wars Official Poster Monthly was the first 
S0Urce to say many Mormiroopers were clones. Still, perhaps 
the Expanded Universe was closer to the mark: Rebels draws 
on George Lucas's motes that stormtroopers are recruits, 20 ferwent 
in guppart ofthe Empire that their ideals are actually more uniharin 
than Lab-growen troops. 































and Endoe, 
inflogy was onty 
q. The Expanded 
Star Wars lore gave 
uss 2 are slormtmoper t . 
: food iG. ingide haste ] — : 
training and showed us the ROBOTS 
men land womenl benesih Star Wars fans of 6 ceriain 
the helmets. Im the real wartd, ) age will mo doubt remember 
thousands of chaldmen wore pationsly explaining to clueless Zi = 
slarmiroaper masks wilh elastic f grewn-ips thal slarmireapers ALIENS WOMEN — 
bands for Hallewseen—and some were poopie in armor, while The novels Qarksabéer and Legacy's Jes Gistang 
of {hem grew up to become Aalitesiar Galsclita’s Cylons Survie s Guest introduced and The Essential Guide fo 
adults wheee realistic anmer were robots. Sil, the idea of slormircoper ranks that Wartare’s Isila Druteh are 
would draw oohs.” and “ahhs” at droid sormiroopers is a tough included mon-humans. Gul fhe best-known members of 
eanvenliang, The prequel ene ba keep dawn; Shar Words 17816 Star Ware FSS included the rarely explored ranks of 
—brilegy arrived, showing us the videogames have given us enormous alien stormiroopers female stenmtrocpers. But 
shormtrocpers’ clome forerunners clone iregpers cruelly remade lin oversized armor, They this ides is alee an old ane: in 
amd giving us nave lrrsig ht imta an cyberg Phase Zero dark kidnapped Princess Leia and background material prepared 
their origins. And »oon Star Wars troopers, Hazard troopers fron Peacebringeraspartofa for 4 Wew Hope licensees, 
Rebets will rebunn te 2 lime wher with cybernetic limbs and, Bery thats odd even by Marvel Lica @zplained thal female 
storminoopers were feared, mast famously, the intimidating standards, re-using artleitover stormiroopers were rarities 
| oe oe Bark Troopers fram 1795's fram the cancelled series John aboard the Death Star, bul 
Jain the dasicter for a lock at leenkc ganvee, Dark Forces. Carter, Warlord of Mars, numerous in other units. 
these imperial servants—{rom 
alah le Linke and idividiials ta 
their greatest moments on— Pee 
F INSIDER 15) 



























and off-screen 




















® NOTABLE STORMTROOPER UNITS © 


IN THE MOVIES, STORMTROOPERS ARE STORMTROOPERS. BUT THE EXPANDED 
UNIVERSE HAS GIVEN US SOME NOTABLE UNITS WITH PROUD TRADITIONS: 


THE HAND OF JUDGEMENT s!10RM COMMANDOS 

The five Stormtroopers of this rogue unit began as deserters, The Expanded Universe i= a little contracicton about whether the Storm 
Tleging the Star Dastreyer Reprisal alter killing a corrupt major Commandos ane a formal wnit or a Langer suieet of sbormtroaopars 

in the Imperial Security Bureau. They wound up as unlikely [One strain of bore says General Madine created them before he joined 
allies of Luke Skywalker and Han Sala, then of the lemperial the Rebets.| Nelabée for their block sf0ut armor and rulhlessness, 


| agent Mara Jade, and finally of Thrawen_ Sionm Commandos are leaned insurgents amd irrequlars. 
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FOOLS BARGAIN | 


WITH THE EXCEPTION OF 4A BIT OF GOSSIP BETWEEN TROOPS 
GUARDING THE DEATH STAR'S TRACTOR-BEAM INFRASTRUCTURE, 
THE MOVIES’ STORMTROOPERS, ARE ANONYMOUS. BUT THERE ARE 
ae THE “BUCKETS,” MEET FOUR FAMOUS ONES: 





DAVIN FELTH | 


Onscreen he's the sandirooper 
who pluck’ 4 Gil of plating fram 
the Tateaine sand, exclaiming 
“Look, sir—drodds!" 8 1995 short 
story expanded Faiths biegraphy, 
making him inte the felig of the 
Shar Wives galasy: Ae warned 
General Vooers that enemies could 
trip up AT-A4Ts, found the droids 
betas pad an Takooine, and 
searched the Mos Eisley cantina. 
The Empare's conduct an Tatacine 
weighed hnavily om Felth, ard 

ai Docking Bay #4 he shot his 
commanding officer in ihe back, 
allowing the Mufennum Falcon to 
escape, Huh? Sounds like Rebel 
Alliance propaganda ta ws! 


sU-MIL 


Aroptilian Eickaria from Kariok, 
he joined the Empire of the 
Hand after helping Unit Aurek- 
Seven liberate his planet. Su- 
mil earned his slanmbreaper 
commission, reflecting the 
Empire of the Hand's inclusive 
6.6f fion-hurnans, and 
quic to squad leader He 
then fought the Vagaariin ihe 
Baithe of the Redoubt, 


a 


wy 


BEY iisioen 
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memorable, A former servant to 
othe Organa family, he polned the 
Empire and captured Princess Leia 





JOKER SQUAD 


This unit served the new Sith Empire that rose generations ater 
Luke Skywalker The squad—later immortalized a5 a ct of 
agian liguresa—has a littbe bit of everything, including a tough. 
grizzled leader [Sergeant Ran Hardcase™ Harkas), a mysterious 
Mandalerian ceandeript |Honda Karel, and 4 hard-bitben Corellian 
woman [tes Gistangl. 














TEE ESSUETLOL ELST Ta 


EES WARFARE 
THE TROOPER 
FROM ALDERAAN 


Hoe hover gets a name in Mareels 
Star Hrs #94, but his actions are 


SASOM FAT 


on Sad bi 





ISILADRUTCH 


¥es, the Empire has female 









The most famous stormtrooper unit, the SO1lst began as a 
tlone-frooper battalion and was personally assigned to Darth 
Vater ather the rise of the Empire. “Waders Fist” was dishanded 
alter the Battle of Endor, but the 60st rose again when Thrawn 
re-created the whit for {he Empire of the Hand, and was still 
ArounG a century Later, 
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REAL WORLD |! 


all 


No discussion of stermiroepers would be complete 
without a salube to the men and wornen of the real- 
Liles SD 16t Legian, Begun by in Jahren in Seuih 
Carolina in 1797, the costuming organization has 


on Yinehorr, When his cammanding stormtroopers. The best quide to | grown inbo a worldwide phenomenon, wilh more 
aerator ied ta eiecile ieee! their lives cones from Isila Gruteh iin than 4,000 members in mare than SO coumtrias. The 
leader, the trooper sacrificed his awn The Essential Guide to Warfare, who 501st is amainstay at conventions and Star Wars 
life to save hers This 1984 tale was explains that many civilians have events, and mated for ite extensive chariable work, 
written by andy Stradley, now Dark probably been ameter from a female 2004, with Lucasfilm's approval, author Timothy 


Horse's vice president of publishing. stormtrooper and newer known itt The Zahn included the 5015t in the nowel Survwivers Guest, 


and marked his Star Wars debut. armer hides alt, 


making ihe legion an official part of Star Wars lore. 














® FAVORITE VARIANTS 


THE MOVIES SHOW US THREE VARIANT STORMTROOPERS— EPISODE I|V"S SANDTROOPERS, 
EPISODE V'S SNOWTROOPERS, AND EPISODE VI'S SCOUT TROOPERS. ([PURISTS MAY 
ARGUE THAT THE STORMTROOPERS OUTSIDE THE DEATH STAR DOCKING BAY IN EPISODE 
I¥ COUNT AS A FOURTH.) COMICS AND VIDEOGAMES HAVE SUPPLIED MANY MORE, AND 
WHILE SOME OF THEM DON'T SEEM QUITE SIS WEE AI UO AST REALLY?— 
OTHERS ARE PRETTY COOL. 


HERE ARE FIVE FAVORITES: 
SHADOWTROOPERS 


Starmireapers it black anor? 6 a sample blew 
and anold one, first introduced by fuss Manning 
in the 1979 newspaper strip Gamblers World.” 
But simple works —=black=armored troopers 
look amazing, and are quaranteed to shop tralfic 
af Goris 


EMPEROR'S ROYAL 
GUARD (FIELD ARMOR) 


Well soe pour black armor and ralae you red 
gear. Well, maybe: The Expanded Universe 
explains that members of ihe prestigious Royal 
Guard siay sharp by rotating anonymously Into 
stormtrooper uniis. Cool, but even cooler is the 
rumor ihal Guardsman sematinngs fight waareng 
crimson stormirooper armor. 



























BEACH TROOPER 

Whal da stormiroopers da far RRR? ell, il you 
believe LEGO Star Mors il: The Oniginal Trilogy. 
they den Speedes and Ail the hot tub—with their 
helmois on. Canon? Probably not. Hilarious? 
Definitely. 


4 
+ TERROR 


/' TROOPER 
IMPERIAL NAVY ; Combining General 
Griavous'’s faceplate with 
LOMMANDO f biker-scoul duds and 
Imperial Navy Gommandos are a mash-up of anor taloned qlovis doesn't 


faeces from the clagste trilogy, combining a sight 
altered stonmbrooper helmet with snowtrooper chest 
armor and the stripped-down leak af 4 scoul trooper, 
Kudos te ihe Force Unleashed team far an oye= 
catching design that deserves more attention! 


BE} isioen 


sound like a winner, but it 
yielded a design worthy of 
[he harmen, and one of ihe 
best parts of The Force 
Unteas teed il 


FOUR GREAT MOVIE MOMENTS... = | 


THE TAKING OF | 
THE TANTIVE iV 

Inthe opening moments of A Mew Home, 

Darth Vader's stomminsapers burn through 

ihe haich of Princess Lola’s ship and 

methodically mow down her defenders. 

Fans Lowe fo poke fun at stormiroapers: 
questionable marksmanship in ether scenes, 

but here they're chillingly accurate. 


RAIDING MOS EISLEY 


Although the Force helps Obi-Wan and Luke 
evade the stormtreopers on the outskirts of 
Mes Eisley, the Imperias are sil het on their 
tail, thanks bo a particularly nosey spy! As 
{he Millenaiinn Pllcor Poadies for takeoll, the 
troops march through the streets, scattering 
Tatooine citizens before them. 4 shewdown at 
Docking Bay 94 awaits,,, 


“IMPERIAL TROOPS HAVE ENTERED 
THE BASE!" 


In The Enepire Strives Back, 

Princess Leis refuses lo leave 

Hoth’s command base until all 
personnel hawe evacuated. Only an 
Onis Massage convinces her it's 
time ta go—a staticky warning, almost 
instanlly oul all, (Ae! imperial (reaps 
have entered the base!” Moments 
Later we see the stormiroopers [in 
their cold-wealher gear) racing 
through the corniders on a search- 
and-desiray mission. Sriding in 

their midst; Lord Vader hirselt, 


ORDER REE: CORUSCANT 


AND THREE FROMTHE 
EXPANDEDUNIVERSE 


| oe ra! 


@ Bee Peed Ae AP Tl if ALL 
in the 1994 newel Jed) beach, thee 

New Republic's Mon Mothma conducts 
fruitless peace talks with the Empire's 
Furgan. Tha tw 5 

engage in a diplomatic 

fussle over whelher 

Furgan can bring his a aieetitee ani 
sbommincoper | 

bodyguards. which 2 
Mothma seitles in a 

Bn ENS. weer 

The troops must B Va 
remove their helmets. 

Wndermeath—ard 

no longer anomymous— JEDI SEARCH 
are ome young codes. 


OR PERHAPS NOT 
The novel Seravor'’s Quest made the 6015 
Legion canen in 2004, bul the real breat foe 
stormiraoper fans 

wos the e-book Fools 

Fargas, in which a 

squad {ram the &0ist 

Strikes An uneasy 

bargain with an alien 

tribesman, Su-mil, 

fe fight a warlerd 

This isn't Palpatine's 

Eripiné: Al the end 

Su-mil is invited to 

join the 50st. 


The 2005 wdleagame 

Battlefront il gave 

U6 o Seenarho mo Shar 

Wars fan could resist. 

Feartul of (he Empire's 

growing power, rogue 

Kaminoans create 

anew farce af clone 

troopers from Jange 

Petts ONA. Sent to 

eliminate this threat are starnmtrospers. 
from the 50758, bed by Boba Fett [Who, 

el course, is an unaltered clone of Jang, 
Stormtroopers vs. clone troopers, fighting 
for conbrel of their bérthplace? Sign ws up! 


Jason Fry has authored many Star Wars bosies 


In one of the greatest shots from Revenge of the Sith, a cloaked Anakin Skywalker leads.clone Including The Essentin tavde to Wantere and Slor | 
troopers up the stairs of the Jedi Temple. Okay, the ‘Fre public hasn't fallen yee. Bul Anakin has [| Weinray Thee Clone Warss Epimade ee z 
become Darth Vader, many of the Eaages Te ading will sere ae stormlrospersy soaleelss : _— Fetlow him on Twitter at hi oncl 
| Order's r's extinction is at to the = eS i 
SS ee . 
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VERSATILE PERFORMER SIMON J. 
WILLIAMSON PLAYED THREE PARTS 

IN RETURN OF THE JED! INCLUDING 
AMON CALAMARI AND A GAMORREAN 
GUARD, BUT IT’S HIS PERFORMANCE AS 
BANDLEADER MAX REBO THAT WON HIM 
A PLACE IN FANS’ HEARTS. INTERVIEW 
BY MARK NEWBOLD 








Whore is the strangest place 

you've been recognized? 

The Cannes Film Festival S004. 

Despite what you might think, 

unless one of dhe Star Wars 

filme is being shawn ar cocking 

fariners, Can 

unimpressed with the Star Wars 

phenomenon. As | walked along 
eC e, | heard someone 


uber of the sist 

chad met me ata 
convention and was working for a 
Filrn Sales! Distribution company! 


De you have a faverile character? 
Apart from Maw Rebs, it would 
awe bo br Darth Paul. | ded 
several years training in Wado 
Ryu karate, so like bo see good 
marlial aris portrayed an fel. 
Ray Park's ability applicati 

be prokty damn good, The rod 
makeup and lenses make for 

a pretty awesome villaim, too.5 


ee 


We simon Lem Seo uk 


UNIVERSE 





Can you reveal something abou yourself 

aL will surprise Star Wars lane? 

gentrally like to keep things privabe, 
but—continuing the creature theme— 
Iwas once a reindeer ina Christmas @rut 
commercial wih borer Henry Cooper and 
freotorcyeliat Barry Sheene, | also narrated 
the unabridged biagraphy of Archbishap 
Cesmend Tutu |Veice of the Veaiceleaal 
even attempting to imitate his voice. 

| have in my home a blue fiberglass 

bedycast taken of me when | was going 
te be one [of bo] achors playing the Lian 


in Disney's Peturn to OF. Blzarrely, is Pa 
minus hoad, hands, and fect. So whoewer +» 
has them, can they contact me please? * 





PREQUELS 


A SEARCH THROUGH THE LUCASFILM ARCHIVES 
REVEALS SOME RARE AND NEVER-BEFORE- 
PUBLISHED PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE MAKING 
OF THE STAR WARS PREQUELS! 


\ 


A beer: Mifiveger Macs inde ction Vibes than erste eid here et Dbi-Won Karebi, (Phede bey toms Adie, Episode Il] 


Al Nei Chadd Miry | Faehe 
Yierhiati| oral bedi Child Jack 
(lew Ceall sonal visuol eHeck 
yarns ebm rel] preiting 
their bgitcober dak. |Phata by 
Lisa Tercsetti, Epende II] 











Andree Lowden) os Grey fight & gut in the Tatouine devert. [Phato bry Giles leyte, Egeode |} 
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4 eT Ley (alti Shryraralne | with Fetesion diwiel [leva rmevear) on the Mies Kapa fn | 
‘reed et eet the Moi Und on locetea eer Tareas, ariel. (Phoda bey Giles. Kevte, io i 
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Aula Guacrery [Saks Darian] gem. cere hin finan, 


The: remote coated device bk used te opercie he [eriol 
beoturm. [Phcta by Pood Tiller. Fpivade I) 





A Tetesing Mikte often Poder cow onembatr leaning ageierd ane al Sebulba } podener 
engiess wn the files Expa orena terhing grid, Trteite sear Mocs Tania. {Pests fry [ides 
Ueyta, Esiunda 








— Mbernpel Berit [har fon) edeevee tha 
red pet-added Sencts whole Iny Laga'eia [Cagtcin 
Typhe} legit on. [Phota by Sam Adin, Epined’ II 
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eddia Chaan,” the guard said, repeating the mame on 
my Hlentification papers. 

“Yes, dled. 

bie handed the papers back, nodded his massive 
green-grey head, and slepped aside. | tried ter ihe 
cool, polite smile | imagined a high-level arms manulacturer 
would sp6re to a doorman dnd walked inte the club, Alter 
the heat and humidity, stepping into the cool, dry air was 
like arriving on another world. Golan was a barge city onan 
open saa, is Gualdings linked by bridges and separated by 
canals ina constantly shifting architecture. This month, the 
currents had faker it north, almast bo the planelary equator: 
Next, it might dritt south until blue-green ice pounded 
against the buildings’ foundations and frost cowered the 
bridges’ handrails. By 
then, | planned to be 
back wilh the rebel 
floet, deliveries made 
and my Latest false-self 
a fading memeary, If 
Iwas still in Qolan 
homarrow, il wold 
mean sometheng 
unexpected 
had happened, 

Given my track 
record, A could go either way. 

The private club was built asa single wide circular roem 
with windows three meters high at dhe outer edge. At the 
center, ahah ef black made up the privale meeting rooms 
and lidts to the upper lewels. & recording of Bith harp music 
filled {he sir, the reproduction #0 clean the nobles fell like 
thay had edges. Outside the great windows, the city curved 
up, shidted, fell away, then curved up again, canried By the 
ocean gwell, A doren brightly ¢olergd gkimmers Burzed 
along the canal, the human and Quarren drivers. seemingly 
in Competitien io see who could be the moe reckless, 

I tugged down on the hem of my jacket and looked around 
casually at the dozen or so club members lounging at tables 
and couches, The man | was looking for wae human, alder, 
and I'd only seen pictures and holograms of him. Trying bo 
seen nonchalant, | touched my corlink. 

“Elfour? 

“Ma‘am,” the droid’s deep, gravelly voice came. 

“Hew sure are vee that hes here?” 

“Ninety-six percent certainty.” 

“Okay. So fun down that last four percent far me.” 

“The general might have been discowened, amd the 
indiwtdual who rode his flyer down from the orbital base 





BY NEAT MONTH, | PLANNED TO 
BE BACK WITH THE REBEL FLEET, 


DELIVERIES MADE AND MY LATEST 
FALSE-SELF A FADING MEMORY. 





SCARLET 








might have been an impostor,” my lookout droid said. 
“Trouble iigide, maar 

“Just trying to tind him, Let me take another pass,” 
| said, and dropped the connection. Seddia Chaan, security 
enginger for the Salanbech Cooperative, would haw marched 
around the room with the crisg, studied movement and 
inpassive éxpredsian of the ox-military aperalive (hae 
she was. Since | was playing her, | faked it. A serving droid 
floated ower tome and asked ina carefully designed voice 
whether i could bring ma anyihing te drink. Seddia Chasm 
didn’t use intoxicants, so | asked for bea. The men amd 
waren al ihe {ables and couches qlanced af me and then 
away, polite and distand in away that would have feld me 
Iwas al the heart of the Empire even if ld woken up there 
with iny intined Blanked, 

I'd started the 
aperation manhs befare, 
following @ rumor that 
{he warden of an imperial 

political prison might 
hawe been growing 
ayinpalhetic la seene 
| of his prisoners. It had 
taken weeks to run 
down, Since it wads an 
Imperial warden, there 
wasn'l a pridan ineelved, and General Cascaan didn) aclually 
hawe much sympathy lor ihe rebellbon, But apart from ewerg 
single bit of information being wrong, things had gome preity 
well. id tracked Cascaan bo the Entiia system, found his 
clandestine lover in Oolan, and opened negotiations. 
The whole protess had been aboul 45 safe and certain ae 
balancing a Verdorian tire rat on my nose, bul I'd managed it, 
all except the Last part. The actual meeting and exchange. 

lavag on my third page around the rogm and almost done 

with my cup of bea when | recognized him. He was sitting 
Slone ata serall, high lable almioet against (he window, 
His. hand was pressed to his mouth, his gaze fixed on the 
glittering coial-and-silver of the complex across the canal 
tram we, Gece | spatbed ham, | could lorginne mysell for rt 
recognizing him at once. All he pictures I'd seen had been of 
4 shraight-bached, high-chinned man with bright black eyes 
and a challenging glare. The man at the table was slumped 
over. His dark shin had an ashen fone, and his eyes were wet 
and rheumy, When he shilted in his seat, | could see the 
physical power im his body, but when he was still, he looked 
like Someone's grandpa. 

In my work, Pd stem the whole spectrum of betrayers, 
from the ones who were afraid of getting caught to those 
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who were oxchied by being naughty ta others far wham if was 
pusl bussness, The man al ihe table wase | any of those, He 
looked sickened by il. Thal was bad. | put on Seddia Chaan’s 
coal smile and slarted omer 

“Ma'am?” Lé-3P0 said_ 

“TPs. all right, | found him.” 

“We have another problem. A flyer has landed on the tower's 
Upper pad, Registration 
Hentities it.as the private 
craft of Nuvian Sulannis.” 

“Maybe he's a club 
member,” | said, nat 
breaking stride. 

“The chances of the 
imperial interrogator 
who has been Ireestigating 
fhe general arriving al the 
meeting by coincidence ane—~ 

“[weas joking, deveetic. 
Thank you for the warning. 
Talk to the club's computer 
system if you can, and try to slow him down. (il be quick.” 

“Wag, iha am, 

| slid inte the chair across from Cascaan, He looked wp, 
and for a memnent Surprice pegesiered in his eyes, Then 
4 slow, ruelul smile, “You're Hark, ihe?” 

“Yes, sir, | said. 

“| was expecting aman. 

“That's a. common prepudice,” | said, “| won't take it personally. 

| plucked the credit chit out of my jacket pocket and placed 
Hon ihe table, The black tabletop made the silver chit saem 
brighter than i was, The general soowled at it and took @ read- 
enameled memory crystal from his pockeL | wailed, forcing 


CHANGES WERE he 
A HAZARD IN THIS KIND 
OF OPERATION. 


I FELT MY HEART DROP 
INTO MY BELLY. LAST-MINUTE 








my body to stay rolased and calm while the somse of the chief 
inderrogator Landing his ship frve levels above me crawled up 
ny spine. 

“) take it theée are the plans we discussed?” | said, 
trying to make it sound casual and still Keep the ball rolling. 

The general scowled and nodded at the same time. The grip 
of his finger and thumb on the memory crystal didn't relaw. | had 
the sense thati i'd reached out 
far it, tee‘d pluck i away hrom me, 
When he spoke, his voice was low 
and precise, 

“Have you ever betrayed 
something?” 

| felt my heart drop into my 
belly. Last-minute changes of 
heart wore always a hazard In this 
hind of operation. Usually. | eauld 
budgel a few hours to get ihe 
target drunk and maudlin, sing 
a few songs about glory and lost 
lowe, and pretty much provide 
whatever handholding and consolation they needed to make the 
exchange, This was nat one of those times. if he decided to turn 
me down, the plans ter the next-generation Star Destroyers 
would fade away from me like smoke in 4 fet. Aloe, Cd probably 
gel Killed. Nat the oultomes | was aiming for 

“| have, but not Lightly,” | said. “| always had my reasons.” 

“Do you regret them? Your betrayals?” 

“No.” 

He dropped the memory crystal into his palm and closed his 
fist around it, There were tears in his ayes. In other 
clreumiatances, | would hawe loud Ihe gesture less (rustraling, 
“l have been & leyal subject of the Emperor. | have followed the 





orders af my commanders. 0 bald myael! 
we were bringing order to the galaxy 
because that was what they fold us. 
Who was | io disagreed?” 

| leaned forward and put my hand 
qeniiy an hie wriek “| innderstand,” | said, 

“It we do this thing,” Cascaan said, 

“| will fe responsible for the deaths of 
thaicands af soldiers.” 

“Ared if we don't? How many people 
will die if we call (he ywhele thing oll? 
Amd will they be soldiers, or innocent 
people who hapgen fo live on worlds 
the Emporar has decided don't pay harm 
enough respect? 

“Ne one else has access to these 
When thay gat out, it will be kincen Bhat 
Lhave turned against them. They will 
slayghter re dor thig,” 

His fingers didn’t loosen their grip. 
| svildhed tack, faking ey hand aff his. 
and tapping the silwer chit. “There is 
enough money on this bo make pou sale, 
Yo ll be able bo fade inte the Rin, find a 
quict spot, a mew mame. A mew face. You'll 
be all right.” 

“WIL |, Hark? Qoes my conscience 
count dor nothing?” 

Dart push him, | edd mysell, Hes 
dircady balfway to spooked, and if pow hurry 
Aim, (es fuse going fo freere up. | took & 
deop broalh, lot it out slowly, made my 
shoulders relax and my expression soften. 
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The serving draid hiseed aa bo ry lel wilh @ leash cup of tea, 
The city outside the windows rose and fell 

| had maybe tro minutes. 

“Of course it counts,” | said. I'm getting the sense, sir, 
that there's something you want to tell me,” 

“You knew | commanded the assault on Burgunin,” 

“| da.” Usald, “I lost people | eared about in that attack.” 

“The cilias were undefended,” he said, “As soon as we 
fecemed the order far lhe bombardment, | knew | would have 
to betray my Emperor. Hy Empire. Those deaths brought no 
order. Only fear. They were wrong.” 

“Didn't call oH the attack, though,” | said, more sharply than 
I should have. Ha didn't flinch or tighten his grip on the plans. 

“would have made no difterence, | would haw been 
executed, and my second in cammand weuld have given the 
order, lnsubordination i. a laos way la die, | have my Ranar, 
but lam ned a fool.” 

| had maybe a minube and a half. This wasn't going well. 

“Alterward,” General Cascaan said, “there were any number 
of collaborators. They came to ewery oulpost we made, mewling 
and crying, tabling ws that they had information for sale, 

Where lhe rebels were hiding, whe had deded them, where 
{hea caches of weapons were, Por a few eredila, they 
would have informed on their mothers.” 

“They were desperate,” | said. “They were afraid.” 

He turned to look a1 me straight on. | hadn't realized until 
now that he'd been avoiding my eyes. There was a pain in his 
exprassion that took my breath away. I'd boon working 
underground tor along time, and somewhere along ihe way, id 
let Cateaan and men like hin lurn inte 4 kind ef faceless. enemy 
feme. Well, here was his 
face, and the foursquare 
leader of soldiers wasn't 
in him. 

“tam desperate,” he 
sald softly. “Varm alrald, 
Those people | despised— 
and | desomed them, 
Hark—l have now become. 
Jam selling the trust | have 
been given for money. For 
salety, For the beautiful 
tie that ican be a better 
man by making this 
devils bargain.” 

“They were relugees of a planet-wide military altack, 
You're one of the mest powertul men in the Empire,” | said. 
“Seems foime, you're in a kind of a different position.” 

“And ders that speak better of me? Or worse? 

“Better,” | sald, mostly because it seemed like the answer 
neost Likely to get him to open his fingers. I wondered, if 
1 lunged for har, Ad Be able be gel the plans and pun oul the 
door before anyone Lackled me. lt didn’t seem Likely. And if 
J told him we were both about to get arrested by the Empire, 
| didn’t like my chances for moving the process foreard. 

“| disagree,” the general said. “This trade is ignebie. 
Itliawes me ne better than them. | cannot take your marcy,” 

Ha Was barking oul, My cerelink chimed, Grimacing, 
touched it. “Bad time, Elour, Kind of in the middle 
of something.” 

“Ma'am, | hawe done all that | could. That... situation will 
require your attention.” 

Cascaan had opened his grip. The red enamel caught the 
light from the window, shining in his palm like he was cupping 
ahandtul ef blead. | lacked over tothe dark wall of private 
foams ard Wks al the clubs cenber 


I MADE MY REFLECTION 
LOOK CALM, PRIM MAYBE 
A LITTLE BORED. THE 


DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SAFE 
AND TOO LATE WAS GOING 
TO BE SECONDS. 





Time ler plan C. 

“Can you held that thought?” | said, holding up a linger. 
“VU be right back.” 

| walked toward the lifts, thinking through all the ways this 
could go and how | could affect which one actually happened. 
The serving droid swooped in to saa if | wanted something for 
my tea, and | waved it away, | couldn't tell it my unstoadiness 
was the adrenalone or if (he cily had hal some bigeer Waves 
(han wéusl 

“Eldour,” | said to my comlink. “Go we know where he is?” 

“Interrogator Sulannis is in he litt, coming toward the main 
{loor, ma'am.” 

“Can we shut down the litt?” 

“[ have already done so once, ma'am, He is using his 
Becuridy override, lam locked out,” 

A whole hos ef solutions érumbled and died. On the one 
hand, Less bo think about. On the oiher, they were the ones 
I liked best. | was ower halPeay to the center. “Which lilt is 
he in?" 

To my right, a lift door slid open and an older Quarren 
waman stapped aut, Mot Sulannis. 

“Elfour, which ditt is he tev 

“Querying, maar.” 

“Booners better” 

“Gin.” 

| angled off to my left, not running but walking faster. 

My choices were gething thin quickly. The coppery taste of 
panic filled my mouth, and | ignored it. 

The lilt doors were black enamel and smooth as a minor, 
| made my reflection look cali, prim, maybe 4 eile bared. The 
dillerence belween sate 
and too late was going 
be seconds. The doors. 
shuddered and slid open. 
Nuvian Sulannis stood 
in the litt car, the Light 
seeming ta [all inba his 
black uniform like if was 
woven out of black holes. 
He started to step out, and 
| faked my way in front of 
him, then corrected when 
he did, making it into a 
Little dance of 
awkwardness and sacial 
misstep. His scowl could have peeled the shell of! a Keeb 
beetle. 

“Sorry, Wsaid. Andihen, Aren't you interrogator Sulannis?” 

He had time to register surprise and | planted a straight kick 
just abeve his pelvis, The blow was designed te stagger him 
hack, and it worked. The Witt dears slid closed and | slipped 
belween lhem as he regained Ais balance, | pushed the eanirals 
for the Landing pad. 

Close quarters feghting, especially when the oppoment was. 
so much bigger than me, meant grappling techniques. | started 
with an elbow tock, but he shrugged it off through equal part 
luck and brute strength. He hit me twice in the ribs, but the 
efarni ped Lift car emade if hard bo gel much power behind the 
blows, giving me the opportunity tor a leg sweep that took him 
down. Once | ok my arm around his neck, i was over, bul the 
choke took long, terrible seconds to take eHect. When he finally 
went limp under me, we were already at the Landing pad. | hit 
the controls 10 take me back down before anyone could see a 
dishovelod weapons engineer slraddling the uncompcious body 
af an Imperial inberregater. 

[had one dese of Sedative Lel in py stiee. | used il an him, 


stopped the car on the third level, 
dragged Sulanni¢ to the women's 
room and propped him ina siall. All 
bf All. it teak legs What Tie Piles 

On the way back down, | tugged my 
costume back into place, smoothing 
eid the wrinkles while | tried ta think 
how to coax the general back into 
making the trade. 49 soon oa the Lill 
doors opened, knew it was over, The 
Little table we'd been silling ot was 
empty. Catcian wae mowhere | could 
see. Little wisps of steam walted fram 
my cup of bea as | came cloge, The 
sinking in my gui was disappointment 
and anger and frustration, but there 
was aoriething @lee, too. Sore part 
of my mind that told me | was missing 
samething. This wasa't what if 
looked like, 

“Ma'am?” Lé-3PO said on my 
eemblink, Is all well?” 

On the black table, the silver 
hil with Caseaan's payment qlewed, 
Beside it, the bright red of the memory 
crystal he'd (efi the plans and the 
payment too. He was going to get 
caught, and he knew it, and there 
was nothing | could do to slop it 
When | looked up, he was there, 
Qulside the window, walking across 
fhe canal bridge and away Irom me. 
His back was straight and prowd, 
his head high. It was the first firme 
hed seemed like the man from the 
holograms. 4 wanriar, ready ta fight. 
Ready ta die, 

| scooped up silver and red and put 
them ifn my peckel belere | lauched my 
comlink, “Time to go, Got ihe skimmer 
warmed up, and lets get back to the 
ship, We eed to be oul af hare belare 
Sulannis wakes up.” 

“Yes, ma'am,” the droid said. “May | 
ask whether pou gat what 
you cane for? 

“did,” | said, 

“And the general?” 

Cascaan reached the 
other side of the bridge, 
turned right, and stepped 
eit of my line of eight 

“He did too.” 






EXPANDED 


Read Siar Wars: Honor Among 
Thieves by James S. &. Comey out 
Aow, and check oul our excluigine 

prewiew on page T5! 
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| JANN DEREM ISDAM EDIAN F 
| JERROL BLENDIM (UTTER) [BESPIN) 5 
| [BESPIM) His fearless atlitude Edian was assigned & 
| One of the few remaining made him the pertect by Labot ts leam S 
| corrupt Wing Guards, bedyguand when Baron the whereabouts of 
| Blendia worked in Calrissias had fo enter a Boba Fett's ship whil 
| Part Tawn under Baron | cell containing an escorting Cagtain Solo’s 

Dominic Rayner. | 


angry Wogkiee. trazen body. 
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ARK RUTENDO 





GIR ERDAC ALEC MARD ([BESPIM] 
(MEXKELUINE] (FHANOX) Retesdy wasa 
Endar belped accountant | Mard became one of the melesrilogisl who was 
Samara Kebys back | mral Loyal Wing Grands olten found at Keares LANDO CALR ISSLAN (SOCORRO) 
down several corrupt | alter parlicipating in | Tower, predicting A cardglayer, gambler, ren anal 
olficials within ihe Clowd amesting the rogue Wing | upcaming starms and 


City Miner's Gould. Guard Wilber Flapesso. | | © weather patterns. 





PEDAR SOLARDD 


DUA CAM HIRST 



























JELL SPIEL AAZELL TAMEROW ROM 
[STOBAR] [BESPIN) (BESPIN) “1k HVIL) (TAANAB] 
Hikmat Ieatured in | Spiel'S eapeience 23 2 Tazema was Warden of After the dissolution Foemer mercenary who 
Action Tidings and Figg } Conud Cor pratetype tex | the Security Tower and af the Galactic Senate, relocated to Bespin afler 
Daily Bulletin after =| | Bilal preved wery usefel keown for bis no-consense Sirram’s mothes, Gex, witnessing Lando’s quile 
aparchending a groep of | duritey Lhe evacuation approach towards crime too’ him to Bespin to agaiest the Moculac 
slart a mew life. Freebooters. 
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AND SANDER DE LANGE, WITH THANKS TO LELAND Y. CHEE AND PABLO HIDALGO, MER’ DARRO 
[BALOSAR) 


Hidden under his cap, 
Mer arias antenna 
palps helped him sere 
SESpicious peaple 
nm Cloud Cily's many 


Easines, 
















HELDER SPINOZA [BESFIN) 
Spindza was an eaperienced firefighter 
wid represented the Wing Guard in the 

Parliament af Guilds and in seweral 

fivild tibunals. 












ALLEM MEFF 
(ERTEGAS) 
Hell cate to Desgin a a 
six-year old and iollowed 
bis sisler, Abtil, serving | 
with the Wing Guard. a 


FIM MAK"LATH 
[ATHALLIA} 
Mak lath was a police 
olficer tram Alhallias 
eapetal Kalancha. He 
tame to Bespin afler his 
wilt was kllled | ; 

in food rints 







CORMAN JEIHN [(CALABOSH-2) Fe 

Jaihn was 2 security guard with weegons 
manufacturer Caliban until it ws natioaalized - 

by Imperizl Munitions. “i 
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J BIALAR SELIS BISLAY HERRIL [yy * 

LOBOT (BESPIN) . [BESPIN] [VORZYDV) | UTR 

Chef Administrative | fie Be i i [COUROWNE) 

ade bo Baran Calressian cas teal Seerece men ee | ber of 
Ihe! warned RL? : Slag wilh the Wing Guaid, dishked Former memier of the 
teeta in Wing Guard wha by his colleagues. He =) High King’s Guard, M’tex 

pai sacle bed the iavestigation for refused to talk about his Wee fecene ty tome Ihe 
™ Menai Cae the stolen Jewel of Yani. time 25 a Confederacy | Imeig hamewerld atter 
JPRANTEFE Clone Wars veteran. | a bloedy coup. 
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FORMER MANAGER OF INDUSTRIAL LIGHT & MAGIC, THOMAS G. SMITH INTERVIEWED 
VISUAL EFFECTS PIONEER KEN RALSTON IN 1985 FOR HIS BOOK, /MBUSTRIAL LIGHT AND 
MAGIC: THE ART OF SPECIAL EFFECTS, PUBLISHED BY DEL REY/BALLANTINE IN 19864... — 
WHILE PORTIONS OF THE INTERVIEW ARE FOUND IN THE PAGES OF THAT BOOK—HERE;. ~ 
FOR, THE FIRST TIME, ISTHE FULLINTERVIEW. = ab 
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homas G. Smith: You were 

quite young when you 

started lm filir, 

Ken Ralston: My interest in 

flea goes way Back, ta when 
Iwas five or sin pears old_ At first | 
was more interested in monsters and 
thee make-lip if required ba buidd 
them. i was most interested in the 
fantastic har of Film. 


So when did you first attempt to 
Make Your own moewla? 

When | was in the 4th grade my 
Parents gol a Kodak Grim camera 
and | started shooting. My friend amd 
| wanted 1o make a stop-motpon 
Pidwee, Bit when Une ihe Button et 
would run off 10 to 20 frames instead 
of jist one. 




















(Can you recall any of your favorite 
Wing back thant 

At that toe | was fascinated with 
all the films of Ray Harryhausen. 
The 70h Voyage of Sinbad (1958) was 
one of my favorites as a kid. Films 
really iatrigied me. | eaulda't judge 
if they were good or bad films 
because | was so immersed in the 
elhects side of it, | wanted fo loarn 
about effects but | couldn't find any 
beoks on the subject. 

Then | found a magazine called 
Famous Monsters of Filmiand, a highly 
ilustraied ranthly magazine with 
pictures from horror movies. [twas 
Simed al kids like me and | haved it. 
The editor was Forrest J. Ackenman. 

I called him because | heard thai 
he had a collection of preps ard 
monsters from old films and | wanted 
16 se6 them, So he inwled fee oer fo 
soe what he had. 

That was such a great experience. 
| wat it Seventh heaven, When 
larrived at his little museum, Jon 
Berg was there aod that’s pow | mek 
Jon, Jon was werking ai Cascade 
Pictures, making commercials and 
deing the shop-mation puppetry for 
the Pillsbury Doughboy. 




































This poge: AE 
Tighter tober bit! 


Dy pouite papes, 
deckwise fram top 
belt Chik Anders: 
[euivtond comesaTion, 
Richard Fak LM, 
Seheyn Lely [ILL 
eed Ken Rebtps (LM) 
there ei joke: working 
ea The founicg Seribar 
SacBy euraid thew; 
wring wth unaibed 
THE fighter. 


Haw old wore you then? 

Dawa about 12. | talked to Jon for 
the whole day and we hit # off real 
fash And om ihe basis of ihat chance 
meeting, f got information about 
armatures |rmatal skeletons inside 
stop-motion puppets), hee to cast 
these things, and how to animate 
bother, The friamdshig | eiruck 

up with Jon Berg when! was 13 
or liines Lol iy, 


Tell ree about the film you were 
making then? 

We were doing an mm epic that 
look us about 6 pear to make. | day 
epic because it was 40 minutes long. 
Meeting Jon inspired me to puta lot 
ef atfacts in our movie, We ontanod 
the finished film im the Kodak film 
eonbest. We won an honorable 
mention or somethang. On the 
basis of that film, | gota job at 
Cascade Pichures daing a film 

for keids. 


How old were you when you started 
at Cascade? 

Dwace 17, Wie vor hed on Ehies Film for 
about four months and | don't think it 
wad ever reloaded. Wwas selually o 
prathy bad film, Butwe did a bot of 
work on thand Learned a Lot. 


What did you do after 

hat film? 

Istayed on at Cascade fora while 
and also starbed free-lancng on 
TY commercials, 





Was Dennis Mures (ILM Special 
effects artist] working there then? 


Dennis was a cameraman for them. 


Whon Star Wars cane up, Dennis 
got a job on that. He told me | ought 
to get involved in it, too. | remember 
slitting with Dennis ina restaurant 
reading the Star Wars script. He and 
lwere laughing because il was like 
the script any effects nut would 
write. [had ewergthing we lowed. 
Everything you'd want fo do if 

you had unlimited resources to 

da anything, | though if was 
Impossible. But | wanted ta be 

a part of it and! took the job as 

a camo@ra aebistant, 


Haw eld were you then? 
| must have been just 20, 


So you werent old omough te even 
have a beer and you were working 
on Star Wars, 

Iwworked on the might shitt, But 
before we were done, | was 
doing all kinds of ihings, 
nod just assisting om 
the carer, 





That mad have been a greal 
perience for you. 

After Star Wars was done, | worked 
ona coupla of filme thal maver gaye 
the light of day: Time Gate, Jim 
Danfarth’s film, aad Thre Primevals, 
a film Dave Allon was making, But 
neither gol very far So when Jon 
Berg and Dennis Muren asked no 
if (wanted to join ILM im northern 
(Califarnia, if couldn't hawe come a4 
a@ better time for me. So | moved wp, 
joined ILM and omevard! 


Eventually you worked your way 
Up to being a vieual effects 
supervisor. Your experiences 
sound Like a blending of Dennis 
Muron and Pha Tippett, What was 
it like to go from being ome of the 
soldiers on a fim craw to becoming 
the guy in charge? 
What | didn't understand wens 
ihe challenges of dealing with all 
the personalities. Not just at ILM, 
bullelks if Las Angeles and ad 
Paramount [fer the Star trek 
pictures]. Meanwhile, had to keep 
it all going. Exary department at 
ILM is asking me questions and 
I have to make 6 tol of decisions 
quickly. There are sa many 
things fo keep track of: the 
Schedule, whiad | hare 
to get done, all the 
changes that 



















Right: Robiton working 
wh the drogen be belt 
Vise char 1305 0 Files 


Drogeasioye. 


Below, aight: 
Postagrophing the Hoth 
barle or eels lor Tix 
Fale Seer Bock 


Dapeue pags, 
Frow tog: Gena 
Murer od Echioe 
Hl ark on te Beat 
Sor ewan; in Tag 
wecathal fie apace 
hay wpereeding 
Pas phoaling el the 
bleckode runret 








easlin urethane or whatever Alter 
thal itis choad up and palnbed, lis 
a major deal. 


On Gragansiayer (1981), what was 
our concept contribution? 

DBuilt the baby dragan amd cipsnnvigapd 
the Last flying sequence. 


Did you use Go-Motion on 
Bragonstayer? 

ers, bal Phil Tippett used i mare 
than | didk | was working on the 
fhyang dragan aad tor that we esinly 
used the standard motion control 
thatwe used for filming flying 
spaceships, Ta this we added same 
Go-Motion on the dragon's wings. 
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Who developed Go-Mobion? 

Mike Madlister, Stuart Zh Gary Leo, 
Dennis Muren and of course Phil 
Tippett. Those are some of the main 
People whe warked an ik, 


De you think there is much future far 
the Go-Motion process, or Is it a 
limited tool? 
Ralston; | think it ig.a 
limited tool. The 












main disadvanLage is that there 
hawe ba be rads connected te 
stepper motors to make if work. 
Seometitnes (his restricts the 
animater’s workspace. For me, 

iis harder to deal with than trying 
te de nartnal stap mation. It worked 
wellin Oragoasiayer in the cawe 
soenes parlly because il was dark, 
But if I tried to use more of it on 
the flying scenes it would have been 
@ digasker, 


So lhere is no danger that computers 
will take ower sbop-meation 
animation. 

l idan t think eo, | think of it as 
simply a tool that can sometimes be 
ued. You hawe bo be careful nod to 
apply ii fo ewerihing because |e 
could be a waste of ime and money. 


When you worked on fed, were 
here any creatures you had more 
responsibility for than others? 
There was one called... PU see if 
ean remanber the mace thay 
gave it... Gucequeg. He was in a lot 
of shoals, He was 6 aiff guard, 


Do you know how to spell that? 
No, [laughel IU have to get ihe 
book The Arf of Jeo! and book 
ihup. Then there was @ lizard- 
looking skiff guard that 
George had requested 
Spocitically, Alaaty | think 
they called it. My favorite 
was one newer shoen. 
I worked so hard on itand 
itis never seen in the film. 














































Whal jobs did you haya on soa? 

Ayear before we began shooting on Jed’, | worked in 
Uhe monster shop doing designs. Then | went bo work 
on Star Trow Ui: Tie Vrach of Khaw, It wag a blogging bo 
get away from Jed for awhile. When | came back to 
Joti, | shad thee fing! space balthle, | did a lat of oher 
things, but that was the maim thing tor me. 


Richard Edlund did same of the space battle and 
Dennis Muren concentrated on the ground battle. 
You and Richard aplit up the apace balile scenes. 
He dad the space battle geting the ships onfe ihe 
bunmels. | did the shoals leading up to that, where all 
the TIE ships were attaching, Wo had a monsbrous 
shot where all these ships were going crazy! 

It is hard ba pick oul the scenes | did because we 
se¢ 30 seconds and then we cut to another thing going 
on. You're in the forest, then inside the Death Star, 
then back in space in the middle of abate, 





“RICHARD EDLUND AND 
| HAD A MONSTROUS SHOT 
WHERE ALL THESE SHIPS WERE 
GOING CRAZY!" 





Since you have so many film skills, do you have any 
aspirations to work as a director? 

Yes ldo A lot of people who work at ILM are frustrated 
directors, achors or writers. Most people have 
aspirations of being more creative and | hawe those 
same goals. | don't know if anything will ener come 

of it, bul you never know. Iwould probably like to do 
félms that incorporate the fantastic element that is 
Soft of eameshed mn my brain, id Be foctish to ry 
anything different. 


Sinte Lucashilim is doing more films, maybe youll pot 
a chance down the road. 

Ralsiens | hope i works oul thal way, ILPl has been 
fantastic place for me to grow. The opportunities have 
been endless. | couldn't have found a better place to 
work bn filim, 


Kon Ralston spent clone te 20 years at ILM, as a 
director of pho 

Hep-molien anna . =I anacin 
He is an unusually multi- talented individual. Ken 
began a9 5 comers assisiantin VFS an 5 

fhe age of 270 and bet ILM in 1994 bo he 


Pictures’ visual edfects dion, He has a major 
eradil le ud elle fealiire teleis, Hae 
f the Jedi 


ILM | He has Sik, won five BAFTA Bi =a 6 
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IF THE EXPANDED UNIVERSE: 


‘THE BIG THREE 


AL WILLIAMSON, ARCHIE GOODWIN, AND CARLOS GARZON 


BY MICHAEL KOGGE 










ATEAM OF THREE COMIC CREATORS HELPED SHAPE THE EARLY DAYS OF THE 
STAR WARS EXPANDED UNIVERSE. THIS IS THEIR INCREDIBLE STORY! 
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fi three-and-a-hall decades of Star Wars comics, some of the trades 


most well-known writers and artists have given fans their visions of the 

galaxy of far, for away, These include the lale Russ Manning in the early 

newspaper strips, Marvel's top-liners lke Ray Thomas, Walt Simonson, 
Carmine Infanting, and Chris Claremont, and the big mares Dark Horse 
has arnployed since the publication of Tam Veitch and Cara Kennedy's Dark 
Empire. Even Sergio Aragones of Grea fhe Wanderer fame has provided the 
Siar Airs unierde with some of 11S funniest panels. 

Yet few of these greats come close to matching the work done by writer 
4rchie Goodwin and artists 4) Williamson and Carlos Garren on the Star 
Wars nawspaper comics and Marvels adaptations of Tie Empire Shikes 
Sack and Return of the Jed. With the epic scope of their stories and the 
intreale detaal of their visuals, Goodwin, Williamaan, and Darran were 
truly a comic book teameup for ihe ages. 


REBELS ASSEMBLE 


he genesis for Star Wars 
comics orbginated with 
filmmaker George Lucass 
love for Al Williamson's art. 
49 4 kid, Lites wae on avid reader 
ECs Weird Fantasy and Wierd 
Scfence comic magazines, in 
which Williampon dew mary 
of the stories. While Lucas was 
in preproduction on Shar Wars, 
feo asked store owner Edward 
Summer af Williamson would be 
inlereved in adapting his space 
fantasy film into a comic book 
series. Contracted to draw the 
Archie Goodwin=scrpted newspaper 
strip Secre! Agent 4-7, Williamson 
had te decline, a6 he wae unable te 
take on additional work. 
BA couple of years Later in 1478, 
alter the eriginal Star Wars film 
had become a worldwide 





phenomenon, Lucastilimn’s Carol 
TiteLman approached Williamson, 
this time about drawing 8 daily Star 
Wars mwspaper strip, Williamson 
did atest run, penciling and inking 
Some sample panels, Howwrer, hes 
contractual commitments again 
farted him to say no, Even thowgh 
he lowed the universe, it didn't seam 
like Star Wars was in his stars. 
That changed in 1780, alter 
Williamson and Goodwin departed 
A-9 because of 3 financial dispute 
with King Foatures Syndicate. 
Poowing that the hind time truly is 
the charm, Williamgen affe pied 
Lucasfilm and Marvel's offers to 
Adapt The Empire Sirikes Back 
inte combe book form. He enlisted 
his colleague Carlos Garzon 
ta collaborate on the art, and 
with Goodwin scripting, the 
three went ta work on Star 
Wars—a journey that would 
last for the next four years. 
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| bores AT Williamaon was born 
A March 21, 1934 in New York City 
| om Wi Alfonse and Salty Williamson, 
His father was. a Colombian 
citizen and moved the family to Colombia's 
capital, Bogota, There, the young 
Williamson took an interest im comic 
books. whieh taught him te read Bath 
Spanish and English, More than any other 
comic he loved Alex Raymond's Flash 
Gariea aed ihe meavie cerials based 
on ft Early on, he started to draw his 
cen Garioons, influenced tbeavwly by 
Raymond s stig. 


al Aa 17 


Williamean returned to dmerca wah his 
mother in 1944, Passlonabe about becoming 
a professional carboonast, he enrolled at 
the Cartoonists and Mhushrators Schaal 
and trained under Burne Hogarth, who 
drew (he Taran newspaper strip. Only 17, 
Williamsens bechnique seemed mabure 
beyond his years and he began assisting 
Hagarih wilh penal sirips ler ihe Lerd 
of the Jungle.” 

Williamson's ilusbrativwe pen-and-ink 
style stands apart trom most comics 
produced in the last 20 years. Dan Parsons, 
whe has inked mere than a hundred of Dark 
Horse's Star Wars titles, says Williamson's 
tee of lines and crosshaichang to creaie bom 
“ts reminiscent of a much older generation 


ats Ree IT'D Tang 
et SOMETHING Peel ¥ 
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af inkers like Joseph Clement ole... i" 
alriest like a 19th-Gentury approach,” 

in the 1750s, Williamson's career 
bleamed, Ha drew lor a number ol 
publishers, particularly science fiction 
Worries for EC LEnlertaining Coens], Wher 
EC had to cancel many of their tiles due to 
censorship by the Comics Code, Williamson 
wenlan to werk ler las [later Marvell and 
Warren, illustrating many of the stories in 
Creepy and Gece, In 198d, the wheel came 
full circle, and Williamson received his 
dream assignment to draw the first issue 
ofa pew Flash Gordon series, A pear laber, 
he took over the Secret Agent X-F 
ews paper trip, with Archie Goodwin 
joining Hien as its writer, 
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ARCHIE 
ost knew Archie Goodwin as one 

7 of comics’ greatest writers and 

VV editors, but he siarted out 
wanting to be an artist. Benn in 

Ka nas City, Missourian September &, 
1937, Goodwin's family eeoved around the 
Midwest, eventually settling im Tulsa, 
Okiahema. There, (he leenage Goodwin 
lurked about the magazine stores 
callecting EG Comics. Upon graduating 
high seheal, he belt OkLah gana fer Mew 
York City, where he was accepted into the 
same cartoonists school thal Williamaan 
atlanded, which wauld be renamed tha 
School of Visual Aris. 

Jerry Frueti, who lived acreage ihe hall 
from Goodwin, recalls how singularty 
devoted Ais friend was to comics, “Archie 
was bobally focused, Ha knew exactly 
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GOOPWIN ANP WILLIAMSON FORMED A 
PARTNERSHIP THAT LASTED 35 YEARS. 





what he wanted to do, [t wasn't just that 
hee weanbed to be an artist, he wanted ta 
da comics and he wank right alter it, He 
wae terrific. He wrote alll Fhe time, he'd 
fa Little short Stories, and figure oul how 
to plot a soguence of frames.” Later on, as 
an established writer and ediior, Goodwin 
wild pul Bis artistic seis te good Wee 
and sketch out Layouts for the artists. 
Pruett was there when Goodwin firs§ 
met Williamson. Lanry fees, a mutual 
friend, wasa big Fan of Al Williamson and 
had visited the master in bis Bracklyn 
studio. An excited Ives went back to his 
buddies and told them Let's go meet him 
again,” Pruett remembers. “Poor Al was 
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Aeeapaper sirlps 
(1983), 


then contranted with Larry lwes, Archie 
Goodvin, and myself." 

Since Williamsan had begun 
professtonally drawing in his teens, he 
was only a few years alder than lhe art 
sludents. The group started to hang out 
frequently, gossiping about their favorite 
comics, “urchie and AL Ri it all mere than 
anyone else,” Pruett says. “They started 
working tagelher, wih Archie wreling.” 
Williamsan recommended Goodwin for 
his first majer comic book scripting 
gig, and Later, Qendwin returned the 
favor, finding Williamson work. Their 
partnership would last far the next 
25 years, 


ike Williarmigon 
and Goodwin, 
Carles Garrin 
devoured comic 
books a5 a kid, often 
falling asloep with one 
on his chest. He wars 
bern in Begels on May 
22, 1945). are [6 was his 
home country of 
Colombia that commoctod 
him to Williamson. 
Learning that ihe artist 
behind the reboot of 
Flash Gordon had grown 
pin Begota, Garzén 
sent Williamson a letter 
and samples fram his 
own adventure comic 
strip, El Grgo. 
Williameon liked the 
art and soon after asked 
Barron bo assist hin ir 
his Kew York studio, in 
1770, Garzdn began 
living his dream, drawing 
alongside his biol, Ha 
book over Williamaeans 
duties for the newspaper 
strip Ber Big dolt amd 
also worked on Gold 
Kay's Flash Gordan 
Series. Al was this 
fantastic person, very 
serious, yet with 
fantasies sorse of 
homer” Garnn pays. 
The studeo would either 
echo from the men's 
laughter or be filled 
WILK Whe gudot slraing 
of Willigmaen'S Favorite 
classical music. 
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—~ WILLIAMSON AND GARZON HAP 
ge A THREE-MONTH DEADLINE TO ADAPT SIX 
mete ACTION-PACKED ISSLIES! 





namie, 
TOTP 
F I { | f} E [] F THRE E remamied the title's lead weiber from 1978 to VF, 
NT | When Marvel decided to-scrialize The Empire Strikes 
OQ. Blk in the monihly's continuity, Goodwin later 
he y 1980, Goodwin had become one of tha mest revealed on the lathers page they “ded come arm-beisiing 
| prominent writers in comics. At Marvel he fo convince AL Williamson and Carlos Garzon to do the 
|) Goripled ihe opening iscues of [ran Man, Sriwork,” Thee ascegnenent was a dificult oe, They had a 
co-created Spider-Woman and one of the first three-month deadline to adapt six acthon-packed issues of 
AJrian-American superheroes, Luke Gage, and rose the most anticipaied motion picture Sequel of all time. 
fo the rele of Editer-im-Chiel, He look over seripling Goodwin spent a week during the summer af 1979 


duties for Manvel’s. Star Wars monthly on issue 10 and atthe Lucasfilm offices in Los Angeles, working with 





Lucasfilm editors Diana Attias and Valerie 
Hoffman to select the best photo references 

| frorn Empire, Utilizing these relgronees, along 
with Joe Johnston's storyboards and Ralph 
MeQuarrie’s produciion paintings, Williamsen 
and Garzén collaborated on the art. Unlike 
the usual comic-book arrangement of 

a separate pancillor and imker, bolh warked 
concurrently, often switching back and 

forth between panels io creale a seamless 
striae. Although Garzdn maintains, with a 
laugh, “) never inked AL Williamson.” 

While Williamson prenned drawing the 
characters, Garzon was adept at depicting 
anything mechanical, from the spaceships 
and wehicles to the dense technology seen im 
the backgrounds. 

The realicm ef the Star Wars props 
amazed Garzdm. “In other movies you see 
he plastic, Gul in Star Mars, it is welll made,” 
Garzén says. “They use all the real hardware. 
Everything is perfect.” One of Empire's unique 
designs became Garzan's laverite te draw. 
“The walkers were fantastic. A nice surprise. 
Nathing was like them,” 

Marvel collected and published thelr 
Empire adaptation in a wartety of formats, 
Irom iMustrated paperbacks to “Super 
Special” magazines, 20 as bo attract dedicated 
and casual fans alike, Discerning readers. 
noticed minor diterences between versions 
One marked contrast occurred in the 
paperback, where Y¥eda was purple and 


Sppeared more gnomish, based on the 
original McQuarrie paintings. Though the 
paperback was already at the printers, 
Lucashilen provided Williamson and Garson 
with Yoda's new design se¢ that they could 
redraw the Jedi Master to his familiar green 
“Muppety” self for the manthly comic, 
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RETURN OF THE THREE © Feeseers 
cc" alos of Eripine wore 
| = spectacular and Marvel 

OW hired the team three years 

' Later ta adapt Return of bbe Mg 

Jed. In the meantime, Lucasfilm 
contacted Williamson again about 
doing the Star Wars newspaper strip, 
since Hlness prevented Russ 
Manning from continuing. Though an 
oft-repested—and false—rumor i 
that Goochvin had written tor the strip 
under the pseudonym of Russ Helm, 
Goodwin did work on the daily, 
scripting am adaptation of Brian 
Daley's novel Mane Soto af Star's End. 
Williamson pitched Lincactilie that 
Goodwin stay onboard and Garzon 
te aagiet with ihe art [though 
uncredited). When Lucastilm agreed, 
this time Williamsan couldnt say no. 

Fram February 1781 ba Maren 
1984, Goodwin, Williamson, and 
Garton’. Merias ol ihe Siar 
Warriors” endranced newspaper 
readers. Among the tales they put to 
panels were a rebelling of the sory of 
the bounty hunter from Ord Mantel 
and the iniradwetion of Lukes first 
gerulriend, Tanith Shire. Mareewer, 
they initiated ome of the first ties of 
continuity betwoen Star Wars comics 
and fiction. The shipyards of Fondor, 
mentioned only in passing in Daley's 
Han Solo at Star's End, became 
visualised a5an industrial setting for 
ene of Luke Skywalkers adventures, 

Their stories did not fade away 
with ihe pieweprink Russ Cachraa 
published a limited edition of ihe 
collected strip in 1791. And in 1994, 
Dark Horse colorized and expanded 
all the strips for a 20-issue comic 
book seres and three graphic 
fowel compilations, 
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END OF AN ERA 


longer intact. Goodwin had 
succumbed ta cancer in 1998 


_ hen the prequels arrived in 
A @ oPe9, sadly the team was na 
wh | 


al the age of 60. Professionals and fans 
alike eulogized him in numerous tribute 
backs and memorials, Williamsens 

last Star Wars propect would be inking 
Dark Harses adaptation of The Prantam 
Menace. He passed away in 2010 in his 
home fn upstabe New ‘ook. 


Williamson's style, however, persists 
bo dhia day in Star Wears. When you think 
of Al Williamson, pou thimk of classic 
Stor Wars, says Parsons, who has 
endeavored (6 recreate Williamson's 
crosshatching in Dark Horse's mew 
Ser Wars menthiy te give it the spirii 
of thence classic comics. 

Carlos Garzan now lives in Grianda, 
Flerida, where he is working an a long 
gestating graphic nowel and a children’s 
book. His connection wilh Star Wars 
continues, having had new work featured 
in the Abrams book Saar Mars Art: Comics. 








As for ihe hard work mecessary to caplure 
Star Wart on the page, “Yeu hawe bo love i 
these things to pull it off,” he says. 


Special Thanks to Carlos Garzen and 


Ryder Windham | 
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STAR WARS INSIDER'S EXCLUSIVE 
SPECIAL FEATURE EXPLORING ARTWORKS CREATED 
BY RALPH MCQUARRIE CONTINUES. 
HERE, RALPH'S FRIEND AND COLLEAGUE, ART DIRECTOR 
AND CONCEPT DESIGNER PAUL BATEMAN, PRESENTS 
A “PRODUCTION ILLUSTRATION” BASED ON ONE OF RALPH'S 
EARLIEST IDEAS FOR THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK... 











tall started with a lithe inmocuous- 
lenking minail from Lucastilis 
“Paul, how would you feel about 
EPeating & painting based on ane 
of Ralph's sketohes?” How would E feel? 
Well, quite moved for a start, then 
eabremely intimidated, but mainly just 
enormously honored. How could | say mo? 
AS the gecond Celebration Europe 
convention a ppreached, Lucashim, 
wong with Reed Pop, had decided that 
an appropriate way ta mark the aeeasian 
would be to commission a painting 
inspired by ane of Ralph's beauliful 
sketches of Vader's castle. To add to 
the fun, a lemited edition lithograph and 
a folortisl boer stein beareng the image 
would be available from the edficial store! 


The Dark Lord's Retreat... 


Vader hae a castle? Well pes, at least 
back in Seplenber of 1977, cl was 
certainly locking like he would hawe 
ene, 4g preparation began on Episode ¥, 
George Lucas asked Ralph if he would 
start designing Darth Vader's icy home: 
a huge matal fortress buried arnbdst a 
bunch of foreboding snowy mountains. 

Every shape and arrangement 
lmaginable was explored, Dorens 
of sketches were produced, both of 
aulerigns and interiars. Same even 
included sketches of the castle's stranger 
residents: an Ssso¢ctment of creepy 
gargeyLoslike creatures, Perhaps they 
were Vader's pets, or just his favorite 
guard beasties? 

As the Emagire story developed, 
Vader's castle would eventually find ibgelf 
relocated to a boiling lava planed, and 
then, Later still, diwould be dropped from 
the geripl aliggedher, 

| must extend a wery special thank 
you to Trav Allen af Reed Pog, and 
tie ae TEPSCially to Matt Martin and Chris 
Spitale at Lucasfelm. 
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ABOUT PAUL BATEMAN 
Paul is an art director 
and concept artist 
hated naar Finawaod 
Studios in London. 

He can often be heard 
onthe popular podcast 
Rebel Force Radio. 
Fellow Riri oi 

Twitter BPaulRMg 
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ALEX TAVOULA IS. 
HE FIRST 2 
e BOARD 


WITH ONLY RALPH MCQUARRIE’S PAINTINGS ¢4 
TO GO ON, ALEX TAVOULARIS WAS TASKED Sq 
BY GEORGE LUCAS TO 00 THE VERY FIRST 
STORYBOARDS FOR WHAT WAS THEN “THE 
STAR WARS.” AN INTERVIEW WITH THE 
ARTIST, AT LONG LAST, MEANS THAT 
ANOTHER ESSENTIAL PUZZLE PIECE IN 

THE MAKING OF THE PHENOMENON FALLS 
INTO PLACE. WORDS: J. W. RINZLER 


fverk on the second storyboard book—Star 
Wars Storyboards: The Gigina! Trilogy—| Sy ee 
finally had a qood lead on Alex Tavoularis- 
A Pd been meaning te contact him fer 2Y hee Z LL 
years, literally, but other work had abways imperial prison of Alderaan, ihe only 

mientered. Bul now. 43 we were finishing up the design Enown visualization af (hal sequence and 
and Layout, lt fell essential to have his commentary on his hitherta unknown, (The scans come fram 
boards, | mailed lyes, mailed”!] the same Letter : ate he collection of Charles Lippincott, then 
te ts addresseg—and, thankhully, ] vice president of marketing and 
recered an email fram Alex a couple merchandising for Lucastilen.) This 
of weeks Later, He would be happy to Heralion of the rescue took place bebyeen 
bo interviewed. tho second and third drafts, when Lucas 

First alittle background. Most of had changed Luke into a girl lwho looks 
ihe scenes Taraularis sloryboarded like Leia here, 
came from George Lucas's second draft 
Beripl, though @ few would apill ower 
inte ihe third dratt, ac ihe artist 
responded to Lucas’s descriptions of 
aclion, Indeed, (hanks te our 
conversation, Alex sent ower six or so 
scene of sborvboards thal were nat in 
the archives—tour of which shew the 
rescue of Deak Starkiller from ithe 













Judging by my own research and what 
flex remembers, if weald seem that he 
werked for six weeks or mare, during 
the spring and summer of 1775. As far 
26 | raw, thie is ihe first tiene Ales 
Tavoularis has ever been interviewed. 
Pans of this interview are being used as 
commentary in the beak, but fesider is 
publishing here the Full interview. 
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THE COPPOLA CONNECTION 


JW, Ringler LAWRI) How did George Lucas 
tind you? Was it-through your brother, Oean. 
Tavoularis, who was working ith Francis 
Ford Coppola? e 

Alex Tayoularis LAT]: Yeah. Francis. had 
Saried American coetrope, | dont keow : 
how Invested Lucas was in If, but theme was 
that relationship [Lucas was a co-founder ‘r 
and execulive vice president), Thal was a 
big building, they had the whole building on 
Folgom, Francis had started working on The 
Conversation [1974], and my brother was 
production designer, so | started working on 
The Caaversation, Thal wae tee oonreection, | 
remember George talking to Francis right 
aut in front of that Zaetrope budding, saying, 
“1m galing to start this praject and | want te 
getit storyboarded” 
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“| ALWAYS KNEW | WANTED TO BE AN 
ARTIST. MY HEROES WERE MILTON CANIIFF, 


HAL FOSTER AND ALEX eae a 





JWR: So Sher Wars was your second filmT 
AT: Well, | worked on Little Big tian [1 wo). 
Iwasa’! a regular employee like my 
brother [Dean Tavoularls Waits production | 
designer], but | did some work on it. Sol'd 
seen a motion picture company working: 
Cd warked ona sect. On The Conversation ~ 


- Lwas credited a5 a lineation coordinator, 


because In these days that was a mom 
union tithe and | wasn't in any union. 


JWR: What did you actually do? 


AT: I did do some Location scouting, 
bul mostly | helped my brother, as. 


an a6cistant art director, drawing 


and designing. 


o JWR: What was your background in art? 
> Did-you tart asa kid? 


AT: Oh, paah, | alwages Knew Devanted ba = 
be an artist. My heroes then were Milton 


INSIDER 


ster anh ox Rayme 
whe ie Flash Gorsion. When | got rede 


et ceria I wanted te go ints 
ar 


i 


high school, you gota arent education, ; 
and | had already taken some ralting ei 


cs. 


‘determine the size ota 


: saatgkces sc 
now, but in those ion was 


JWR: ivedcren en iq LA? 

AT: Yeah. My brother, Dean, got inte be 
Disney—he gal a job deing in-betweening 
[generating intermediate frames patrons 
ken key frame images tn give | the tn ce 3 
appearance that the first image avolvas 


the second image—Ed], 
EE} sioer 


“AT: No, All ieee lsthat Iwas 


ara Si for bt aEay that woul 


"| MADE SEE-THREEPIO KIND OF LIKE METROPOLIS, 


= KIND OF ART DECO. IT WAS.A GOOD THING THEY 


DIDN'T USE MY IDEAS ON THAT ONE!" 


im on a Godfather [1972]. 
BY o be honest i 
f 4 felrnenaker 
5 a Soe 
a : "movie experience. | didn't t understand the 
“ties at cortinily and woe 


kas 





who really didnt hawe storyboard 


‘ €xperience. 


JW: Did George explain to you how 
Storyboards work? 

AT; Mo, be didn't have to. | think he was 
specific in his thinking, so he would 
$08 a 6aqu0neS And think, Mhats haw fay 
gorag te lm thet. He'd work from some 
idea, Like where the robots gat etuck 
under some kind of electronic console. 
There were certain things—yau know, 
where [he guy gots his ann ripped 
off—that was in the Starkiller script 
{second dratt], bul thai didnt end up 
in the movie, 


JWR: Did he give you a copy of the script 
and say, “Storyboard this part? 

ATi George would go over 4 Sequence 
with me and he was always specilic, 
lworked with Francis Coppola, too, and 
he was specific, hut thare was semathing 
different in the way George was. We 
‘ould have meetings end | weuld draw. 


JWR: Where did you work at that time? 
AT; George had this place in Sar 
Anselma. He had justfined it up from 
the money he had made on Aaperican 
Graffiti, He bullta theatre and some 
offices lat Park Way house], =o | just 
slarted wnarking there, The anly artist 
prior tome was Ralph McQuarrie. So 
il was George wha layould see every 
day, and Gary Kurtz. 

After a while | started working at 





home, and then | would come In owery 
other day or every three days. | was 
doing all this work with charcoal pencil 
and | would come in and show them to him 
HAST wre. 


JWR: Had you seen Anerican Graititr? 
ATs ¥os and f thought tt was graat, | snd 
remember most of it, because it rang 
rue wih my recollections of high seheol 
just before graduation, as it did vith 
many others in my peneration. 


JW: Colin Cantwell had done afew 
fratalype madels, tas, [yeu leek at 
your Star Destroyer, i thimk that's 

based on his model. 3 

AT; OW, sure, Pmt hawe forgot. Yeah, 
that stuff was all pre-designed. if you 
logk 41 Se#e-Threesia and my rendilions 
of him, | made him kind of ike 
Metropolis, kind of Art Deco, [hough he 
changed thraughoul my boards, | cant 
remember if did that at George's 
behest, bul maybe he said we could see if 
we could come up with some other looks. 
lk was a good thing they didn't use my 
fidget on that one! 


JWR Ive had the good fortune ta held 
your beautiful original drawings In my 
hands in the archives. 

ATa That's pice of you to say thal, 
fremember George saying, “Well, we're 
gonna keep these,” Some people don’ 
care about that, but George was lar- - 
sighted, | quess, and kept the drawengs. 








JWAs You said thal George was kind of 
aiitorent tram Francis. Hew would you 
describe that defference? 

AT) Well, Geonpe was melhodecal, thats the 
wage | nonmember him t can’t say anything 
better than that He was.a clear thinker 
and a Logical thinker, | think Francis was 

as well, but his expression was more 
ermobionael, Maybe in arlistic inbend (hey 
wer wery similar, bud in the way they 
enpressed themselves, they were different 


JWR: You were the first to storyboard one 
Of the moet famous shots in the history of 
cinema: the Star Destroyer coming in ever 
fhe audience's head, chasing the rebel ship. 
Do you remembor George tallcing te you 
about that shot? 

ATr Yeah, over the top of the frame. That 
was protly spectacular, I didn't board that 
as wellas. | could hawe. | should hove had 
a shot in-bebeeen that, where you ae ihe 
undemeaih of the ship, where you really get 
the Testing of this giant thing coming inia the 
frames. | boarded it that way, but I don't think 
got ihe drama. 

Aire how the betering goed... George 
was inspired by the old Flash Gordon serials. 
4 Leet of the Shull | did was adber Raiph 
McOuarrie’s work, Like, there was ong 
shot of the Geath Star, an over-the-shoulder 
sho looking Gul ofa cockpal, Peogle ask me 
about thata lot, and basically f just took that 
from Feaiph MeQuarrie. 

There was the influence od World War Il 
mowes, foo. Do you remember Ming and = 


EY isioen 





Prayer [1926]? You have this. 
thing where ihe Japancse 
plane would kill a belowed 
Character and then the 
other Anvericans would 
ome in and avenge hes 
deaih, You Krew, those 
simple theatrical emotions. 
[think thal had been wary 
unpopular fora very long 
time in. American 
filmmaking [in the 17406 and early 1970s] 
and people wanted it, and Geonpe is the one 
whe browal it back, 

lalso remember him telling me that 
when we see movies, like Forbidden Planet 
[1756] wae gee neoder naam and i's always 
pristine and clean. But eventually, ewen if it's 
built 6 (housand years from mow, ils gonna 
wehar Que, Thats the kind of ihing propia 
forget. Star Wars has been copied a million 
dimes, bud it was the first te do that [ereate 
aused unirerse]. And having the bad guys 
in whele—that was. peadlly groundbresking, 


JWR: Da you remember Geargpe talking to 
you about Darth vader? Because when yo 
drew him, when he comes in, he does this 
thing thal waan't in ihe movies—where he 
kind of shouts or Laughs, and the shout 
scatters. the troapers on both sides, 

AT: | han’ E epecifically remember that, Bul 
| remember thinking that Darth Vader 
Should be scarner-looking than what they 
acbualty came up with in the mene. | vars 
probably wrong about thal. George wanbed 





thal shel where Vader comes thraugh the i 
door, real dramatic, using this point-of were 
thal makes him seem omnipotent, So what 
you do is you go low on the camera angle 
and wide, mob boo wide, bul wide enough bo 
Geetort if a little Bit. 


JR How bang did you work on 

Star Fears? 

ATi Hot very long. | think about sie weeks. 
Gearge had given mean bea of hove long 
hee would employ men. At the end of the term, 
lwas thinking, [need fe gel seme work 
(acd ao. And Doan sald we could goto 
the Philippines and work on Apocaiyose 
Mow [1979], So | said, “Sure, Gearge is 
gonna letime go, and | made the deal 
and | told George. Bul he said, “Oh, too 
bad, because | think | would have kept 
you Langer.” 

And the funny thing was, lad known 
that, | wouldn't have gone to the Philippines, 
Because my wile was preqaank | did double 
Piy galary though! wasn t getieng much 
from George. 





Js Al that time, Grp was paying 

for ererything out of his pocket because 
the stimdio wasn't paying for much—if 
Ary — preproductan. 

AT: D think | knew that. | mean, | was happy 
te have thag job, Mh was great; il was hur, 


JWe: iter you left for Apocalypse Norn, Joe 
Johinagton caren on, ith abthers, todo the 
bulk of the steryboarding. Did you ever 


meet them? 

AT: 0 newer mettoe, but! admired his kind 
of drawing very much: [t's bo ihe point, and 
basic. what sboryboands should really bo, 
more than what | did. You don't need drama 
in shorybards,; (hey ine fer the director, 
they're mot comic books. lf | was a director 

| would rather have storyboards like Jor 


Joknabon's rather than anes like reine. 
[Laughs] | was pretty fast, though. 


JWR: How (act? 

AT: | could do those frames in... | mean, not 
06 faa! a6 Joe Johnston! Thats fer cure. You 
Cant be, right? The other thing, it's net just 
about draeang. it's posing and thinking of 
what the tenet frome should bp, but think 

I did about four panels a day. 


JWR: Do you remember any previews or 
seeing any early edits of Star Wars? 
AT: Yooh, | remeber (here was a soreening 
in San Prancieco and these kind of dour- 
logking pecgle; ihere were people wha 
didin’t like if. 

George had a party at a house, wilh 










Oeciwise, from 
top, belt: Yoder 

tips th acm all el 

a celeoted rebel 

Le vigkert sieve the 
vata’) rege fie the 
fivel deat: pha dood 
a Vaving piegaots [oe 
thar inc needy 
dened bend 

caer Dlaoade Seca hile 
reseed fen Ulderoee 
by Chiba aad 
Lukeena-a gid, with Han 
Sola in dottipaper 
deouie-in the 

4 perety dicovered beard 


SHOULD BE SCARIER-LOOKING THAN WHAT 


THEY CAME UP WITH IN THE MOVIE!” 


Marcia [Lucas], and he had adeg narmed 
Incty It was a party George threw for the 
people who were Locally avadlable that had 
woroed an Star Wars, 66 | cane with my 
wile. There were a lot of people, so we didn't 
ik much, bil | remem ber hier sayirey 
Something lice, “Fintshing this mow vas 
like dragging a dead elephant across a 
Teeiball tigkd,” And | thought, etl Ged! 
That really hit me. 

Later | noticed thal he wasn't directing so 
much anymore. And that inmeality he wanted 
bo dinect from behind a desk—he didn't want 
te deal with all the baloney. 


JWR Hee didn) want tod that again, Ae told 

me it nearly kitted him 

AT: Bul you know, he certains was able to 

OR PTGGS his creatine sdoas without dineeteng. 

So he can have someone derect for har. 
When Star Wars carve oul, | was jut 

back From working on Apocalpes how and 

it was huge. | nemember booking around 

and —1 jist did l @apect thal) 


EXPANDED 


The meet rece priceie Alen Tange lari 
worked on was Ihe Forger (2012), with 
Lauren Bacall and Alfred Molina. 


















Besure to check out Sfar Wars 
Storyboards: The Prequel Trilegy, on 
sale now, and Star Wars Stonboards: 

The Orgran Trilogy, on shelves. 
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PHIL TIPPETT ENTERED THE LUCASFILM 
FOLD WITH HIS EFFORTS ON 4A WEM 
| HOPE AND THE EMPIRE STRIKES 
BACK, BEFORE HIS CREATURE AND 
| STOP-MOTION WORK WON HIM THE 
OSCAR FOR BEST VISUAL EFFECTS 
ON RETURN OF THE JEDL STAR WARS 
4 INSIDER CATCHES UP WITH THE ICONIC 
iF CREATURE-CREATOR FOR AN EXCLUSIVE 
CHAT. WORDS: CALUM WADDELL 


INSIDER 





those days itwas a lot of work,” 

laughs Fhil Tippett, booking back 

at his days of long hours and little 

reston 1979's Sar Wars and is 
first beo sequal, “But, you bone, I loved if, 

| twas a period that was very unique.” 

| Hack in 1977, Tippetl was an ambiious 
stop-motion animator and creature=creator 
who was eager to follow in the footsteps of 
the late, great Ray Harryhausen. Early 
experience had come from the low-budget 
B-movie The Crater Lake Monster [T9771 
but Tippett was about te find himself, at 
he ape of just 25. Uheown into one of the 
biggest blackhusters in Hellpwooed.. 

“Hihink ewerg effects person in Los 
Angeles ended up doing something on 
Star Wars,” chuckles Tippett “I got involved 
because | had friends in commen with 
Kan Ralsion [sea paige F—Ed], he adds, 
referring to the visual effects genius who 
alee assisted 45 & cameraman on A New 
Hope. “They had been af ILM photographing 
spaceships for Star Mars—and it had taken 
them over a year io de, Then Geerge 
[Lucas] got back from filming in England, 
aed he was pat hapay with sore of the 
things that he shot ever there. | understand 
that Ae delta Lot of the studf they did in 
England far the Mos Eisley Cantina scene 
was just mot alien’ enough—and maybe 
A lithe Bil too much like Beatrin Potter! 
As a result, Lucas Initlated some 

reshoots of the now-iconic Cantina 
Saguence—omly this tine with a cast of 
more intergalactic-appearing oddities 
Sharing Screen space... 
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PFeinding doted enta the Admire! 
iudbor mask. 





Durbailed emaih weak on tha timatucis Poe tha techeats that 
would bakin the Coming sequence in in the anginal Ser Ke 


CREATURES OF THE CANTINA 


“Originally it didn’t leak ao gocd—| remember 
there was an ‘alligator guy’ and some stuff like 
hal,” recalls Tippetl So George eanvinced Fax 
to put together a little team of quys, under the 
auspices of Rick Baker, to make it look betber. 
Thon he hired a bunch of stop-ieotion anima- 
ters—which included me! For week period 
we just banged oul a5 many ali swe could, 
We used alot of Rick's masks and some designs 
{het we had fabricated on our own. Then we 
packed overything up, pul an some costunens, 
wore the masks, and appeared in the sequence. 
Geerge diredied us and Carrell Ballard, who was 
doing some of the second unit photography, shot 
the scene. [think we only had two days to film the 
Candia [ipiek-upsl,~ 

Nevertheless, this two-day stint on Star Wars 
led Tippett onta a decade-long ass 
with Lucasfilm, 

at hap nenied | is (hal @uring ihe period of 

Werking an The Cantina soque qe came 
ower to look at the progress of the masks and 
Sul eaplaingd Whe artisd. Lickily, | had sore 
of my stop-moethon puppets sitting on the shelves. 
They caught George's eve and he began to talk 
fomae ahoul them. The meavia Veoatiy 
come outa few pears before Star Wars amd 
George liked the holographic effects thal were 
bn that mower, So, afber secing my stop-motion 
Hn i said, ‘Hey, if ye can Lee this 


paaee our relationehip and led to the elher fi 
we ded...” 





















































| Ol course, In the 1937 re-release of 
4 New Hope, some of Tippett's creations 
had been replaced wilh gerne updated 
digital figures... 
“Well, G1 is the tool thatis used to 
eroate olfects these days. he responds, 
e “But think a lot of practical work [rom 
)@) thatera helds up better, Last year, | wert 
fo. Oth anniversary screening of Retura 
of the Jed and hey found a really good 
T9E3 print that had none of the later 
at computer graphics in there [shown at 
@ Pixar to celebrate the release of he Making 
\ Of hook—Ed). lt wasin really good shape 
| and | was really shocked at the work we did 
| hack then—same of it is 6a mich bottar 
than a lot of stud! you see today. 
as Te me, (hese firs three Star ars 
a © movies really hold up as great special 
os eects movies. Wii CG, everything 
works in mere or loss ihe same way, 
and everyone's skill-setis at the same 
level, The tools hat you have to ploy with 
are all the same 
Given more respomsibality for the 
Sop-motian wark on The Empire Srikes 
Back and Aetura of tee ted, Tippett admits 


QQ 
| (hal Goth shoals were me quently Maing... 
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“Yooh, ihe sequels were wery labor 
intensive,” bee Laughs. “We had crazy dates 




















ana @eadlines to riake, Bul that was time, 


7 The first film was such a phenomenon that 
2 we knew he gequela had to be even more Prepetieg te thop-raatian photogrephy 
§O impressive insotar as the effects went. for te AT-AT battle sequence in Pe 
©) 9 That made us all work a lot harder. Back él Finere Sine Bere 
than, lwas like a kid in a candy shiep, All! bs 
really wanted fo do was create stop-motion . ; 
| Shamation, and | wad lucky because gisys pe: ; ee ’ Tippett completes the priresthing 
| like George Lucas=who is five or sin pears ” i = . openelion ghafegtaziy cl the 
m older than me—was making the sort of , } iets , fownioan for fhe foyeare Sooter Soci 
fai] | feovies | dreamed of wrarkireg cen. | think : 
Oo allod ws who worked on the Sear Wars 
frilagy spoke the game language, We all 
stomed to draw oan the same tlm or art 














© references when we were talking to one 
another, Ih wat alias’ tolepathic in away,” 


ee 
—— 


COLLABORATION 


Locking back, Tippett also enthuses about the 
relatiqnghip ihag he had with Lucas at the time... 
George gave mea Lot of responsibslity on 


The Empire Strives Back and Return of ihe Joai— 
| really felt that we were on the same level during 
the making of these mowes, he explains. George 
wrk ane of ihe most creative guys oul there and he 
treated the special effects crew Like actors that he 
heeded fo gel a great performance out of, On these 
Star Wars bilees, you were part of an ensemble team 
and everyone was doing their part. Ina lot of ways, 
George was the aaslest guy | aver worked with, If 
was his money that went into a bot of these movies, 
Tippee cond Maron pained [ervey : so he did pol waste a lat al lime. The anly thing that 
i p , . ' ie Files the rencor gapped Ber lis ever caused a problem was if idid a step-motion 
| ak a : take that | was mat so satished with. | would really 
: i a have te bog him to do a mid take! There was 
sucha huge volume of work to do that time was 
Precious, Teday. [he special allects supervises 
Will take five months over something—=but back 
then we just planned everything out and more or 
less gat ition the first take,” 
After Retuna of tie Jeol, Tippett would remain 
with Lucasiim and work on the effects fer ka 
Jones and the Temoie of Seco [1984] and the 
would-be blockbuster Howard the Duck (19a). 
“At that point in time, | was going back amd 
forth between ILM and my own studia,” Tippett 
Saye. Gearge afked me la make (his horrible 
Lovecraftian monster for that nvovie but some 
of my orginal designs were deemed to be a 
bil more terrifying Uhan what a PG-rated filme 
needed! George reeled me back a litthe amd 
o lade a few adjpusimenis—! actually quite 
— — Liked the final orcabure.~ 
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/ Eee THE SWEET SMELL 
OF SUCCESS 


during the 
noaf Star Wars he could 
clit was going to be 
either the commercial or culbural 
juggernaut that if became. 
“Wind if all comes lagether, you 
newer really know what the end result 
“he alfinens. “When | went 
id crow screening of 5 
blown away. Eve e was 
ihe ai-larward ta Td 
later and bwas working on Jurassic 
Park. How | remember when the firg4 
cul of surassic Park was shown. Kathy 
Kennedy invibed myself and the visual 
effects artiot Oe 6 Mure down ba 
her place te look at rt. That was how 
| first sav Jurassic Park. Anerwards 






is i? —and she laughe if 

‘That's what | thought, too" However, 

up uni) Chal moment pou really 

canna bell li you have semathing 
Tigpett eed cree poe eth fee rion tr-sult special or mot.” de 
teagat — on ears bl thar ime hel & 
sagged sated | be better for the sequence. 
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|" Ue TO THEVERY LAMITS OF YOUR te WARS KNOWLEDGE! Ct laa BY LOUISA OWEN* 
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On what planet was 
he bern? 


What other Fae key What was the name of 
ta destroying the second Py ©) Jieckbar's lagship, famous 


‘What species is 
Admiral &ckbar? 


- ia | 
7 . Tie _— 
La mt + 
@) Hame his home planet? 
"| # 
What's the full name of 
J his son? 









Death Star? for its role af the Battle 
al Endar? 
; Whal ig the named! the Whal was the name of his 
Ret commander from whom girliriend, whose death What was the mame of the 
Han Selo rescued prompted him to joan (Captain whe freed Admiral 
a Chanwibacea? the Raballian? AckBar from slavery? 
= 
_-: : 
Lo © s a S f 5 . 7 a : ae r + = : 





What turned Tatooine inbo 


aid nat? 











- | 
a) 
In Raiders of the Lost Ark, when Indy and Sallah are remeving u 
the 4rk of the Covenant, what Star Wars reference is in the hieroglyphics? 
Which recurring characters iin the PlayStation Final Fantasy game 
series share their names with teo Star Wars characters? 
* 
= 
- 
a 
What was thea c t 
7 5 ae = = 7 - : TURN TO PAGE 88 FOR THE ANSWERS “> 
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Star Work: The Clone Wore Season Two, Episode 17— The Handalore Plot" 


Firsl aired January 24, 2010 


kaise Y a me y 
WHY IT'S ACLASSIC 


CensmMoring he is such a major charagier 
in the Star Wars saga, reLatively little is 
keen about Obi-Wan Kenebis early 

life. Having firstimet him as the venerable 
mentor to Luke and, later, as the dutiful 
Jedi whe tried to da the sare for Anakin, 
we might have imagined Obi-Wan having 
ha Pomactic past, The Clane Wars revealed, 
heowewer, that he'd fallen im lowe with 
Satine as a young Padawan; he even 
admitted that he would have Left the Jedi 
Order if she'd asked him to. Clearly this 
experiengé would have given him sone 
insight into Anakin and Fadiwd'’s situation 
when he eventually discovered they were 
in lowe and Secretly married—aliheugh, 
unlike his pupil, Obi-Wan ended wp putting 
the Jedi Order first, 

Although Satine is happy bo see her 
fonmer Lowe again, she is also wary. 

Alber all, boih have mewed on leon their 
youth: Satine is now a comtrowersial new 
Mandalorian leader, while Obi-Wan has 
conhinned his place in the Jedi Order by 
becoming a Jedi Master and a general 
in the Clone Wars, 

It becomes clear that in her extreme 
paciism, (here are elements of even dhe 
Jedi's behavior that bother Satine: namely, 
their involvement in the Clone Wars. 
Whee a Death Watch lerreria’ inberrmipls 
the fonmer lowers’ walk in the gardens 
by bombing the memorial shrine, howewer, 
it's cloar hal the war will come to Satine 
whether she likes itor not. And when 
her old flare 6s laler captured, Saline 
will have to go imbo action herself to try 
and &ave him. Like young love, idealism 
doemnt necessarily Last when it comes inte 
contact with the realities of life and war. 


HESS AND THE JEDI! 
















WHAT THEY SAID 


“L think Satine was first attracted to Obi-Wan's strength, wit, and even his 
commitioent ie the Jedi Order They spent @ bot of time together when they were 

sll idealists. When you fallin lowe during that inmocent period of your Life, you really 
newer lose it. Even their differences now aren't enough to stop the attraction 
belween [hem,"—Anna Graves (Duchess Saline Kryzel, Star Wars Meier 
W117, Mayftune 2070 


The character Satine was based an a contepl gheleh af Padi Amidala by 
lain MicCaig, as well.as being inspired by Oscar-winning actress Cate 
Blanchet! |partioularly her performantes 44 Queen Elizabeth lin lhe movies 


Eiizaberh and Elizabeth: The Golden Age). She alse starred im Lucasdiln’s Indiana 
Jones amd the Ringo of fhe Crystal Skuit (20081. de 
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Over 500 Siar Wars comics 
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By the fans, 
for the fans! 








Meet the stars, 
show the evidence, 
win the bounty! 





“THERE'S »NOTHING; ¢ 
LIKE A GOOD BLASTER 
AT. YOUR SIDE, KID.” 
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Travel to Hyperspace 
With the Bard of 
Alderaan in William 
Shakespeare's The 
Empire Striketh Back 


5 A OP hat if Sar Ware 
\/ iY, owas written 200 years 
y Ml ago—by William 

© Shakespeare? That's 
He bizarre all-higtory quesiion 
posed by William Shakespeares 
Star Wars, last years Mew York 
Time g-besloealling hil by wriher 
lan Goescher and Quirk Books. 
Deescher's clever conceit has now 
beer applied to the piewie's sequels, 
with Feil Shakespeare s [he 
Empire Striketh Back coming March 
25 and William Sharespeare ss The 
deol Goth Return due July 1. 

One of the best things about 
Deescher’é feral installment was the 
book's fainhifulmass to Elizabathan- 
era stage play conventions, with 
all of A delivered via Daedcher’s fine 
tar for authentic lambic pontametor, 
This quality continues in The Empire 
Striker Gack. The charadiers have 1: 
all been recast as iP they ire waiting ie i 
in ihe wings ai Loncon's Globe = es : WILLIAM 


Thealre, ready to lake to the cen = SHAKESPEARE’ 
sage and daliver their solilaquies ; a ‘ 

concerning Force visions and 
malhunctioning hyperdrives. 
Wistrated with beautitul Black-arnd- 
while vindage-style arteork, The 
Empire Stakedt Gack offers the 


Perfect gteape for well-read tains a oa 

of all ages. Something Wookiee Im 

(his. way comes—reserve your wes 
a 


copy ioday! 
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The Origami Yoda Series Continues with 
Princess Labelmaker to the Rescue 


Meg he waldly popular Origami Yoda series continues 
) with its fifth installment Tom Angleberger, the writer, 
illustrator, and paper-folder behind the bestselling 

BS young adult books, unleashes a mew twist on the 
Students of McQuarrie Middle School in Princess Labelmaker 
fo the Rescue. 

The heroic rebels at McQuarrie continue their struggle 
against the test-prep course known as the Funtime Menace, 
but noteven their new ally Jabba the Puppett will be enough 
to defeat the Dark Standardized Testing Forces. For that, 
they ll meed to enlist the help of Principal Rabbski- 

WiLL their former enemy don a finger puppet and join the 
Rebellion? Or will the school board succeed in transforming 
her into Empress Rabbski, Gark Lord of the Sith? And what role 
does Princess Labelmaker play in this epic clash? Find out when 
Princess Labelmater ta the Rescue hits stores om March 4, 
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Han Solo Gets a Starring Role in Empire 
and Rebellion: Honor Among Thieves 


© Meer Among Thieves is 
Y the second novel in the 
SY 2 Empire and Rebelfian 
| trilogy, in which e@ch 

book fotuses on 4 Separale 
character from the classic 
Star Mars films. The first book, 
Aazor’s Eoige, pul the spotlight 
on Princess Leia, and the third 
will be a Luke Skywalker tale. 
The newly available Honor Among 
Thieves stars ewery fan's favorite 
Corellian scoundrel. Because it is 
set shaky ater the destruction 
of ihe first Death Star, Mone 
Among Fileves presents a Han 
whos Still a bat of an outsider and 
not exactly sure about his decision 
fo join up with a cause Like the 
Rebel Alliance, 

“Thai's aquestion he's 
wrestling with,” admits writer 
Jamas S.4, Corey. “Ll think the draw 
for him lant the Rebel Alliance as 
much as. iis Luke and Leia. Han is the kind at 
guy who cares a Lot more about poople than causes.” 

The action in Homer Among Tiveres kicks off when Han agrees 
io extract a Rebel spy froma danger zene, but he gets a big 
Surprise when the apy doeen peed rescuing. Instead, Alliance 
operaiine Starlet Hark leads Han on a caper te reiriewe vital 
miliary secrets That will shut down the Empire's latest offensive. 
Gorey caplunred Hans voice in wrilten dialogue by rewalehing 
ihe mavies, but he feels that S¢arel was just as much tun ie 
write. Scarlet Hark iS an adweniuress in the same meld as 
Irene Adler or Lara Crofi,” says Corey. Shes mealistic in 
Sway thal Han en yet and al heard 2he Uhrives on ¢haas in 
Seay thal Leia would prefer nal io.” The classic Sar Wars 

era has multiple eam of bad guy, from the Empire's 
Sormiroopers to Jabba the Hult’s alien thugs. Gorey brings 
all the galaxy factions to the Lable in Manor Amang Threves, 
and uses them asa way to explore the Rebel Alliance ina mew 
light. (A lot of the underpinning in Hoeor Among Thieves 15 the 
difference between being in rebellion against a set of laws, 
and being in rebellion against the idea of law,” he explains. 
“On the one hand, there's the Empire—ewil as it is, it's the Law. 
On the olher hand, there's the criminal underground of Jabba 
the Hutt and Qlack Sun. 4nd in between, there's the Rebellion. 
it's criminal because it acts against the Law, but it aims to 
become the Legitimate gowermment. 

“Hanis the kind of guy who doesn't Like Pollowing rules, no 
matber whe put them in place. Striking a balance between the 
oppression of the Empire and the lawlessness of the criminal 
underground is what makes this book imberesting.~ 
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THE VERY BEST STAR WARS COMIC BOOKS HEADED YOUR WAY! WORDS: DAN WALLACE 


Follow an Adventure 
Through Shifting POVs 
in Star Wars: Rebel Heist as Le pater, ee oe 


ans are wery familiar with Luke, 
Han, Leia, and Chewie—lhey re 
icons of the Star Wars universe, 
aller all. But what if you were 
a regular soldier recruited to work 
Alongside these heroes? Whal does 
asupersiar look like through the eyes 
of & supporting player? That's the fresh 
perspective writer Matt Kindt [Mind 
MGMT] wanted §o take with the new 
four-issue miniseries Rebel Heist, 
“When dhey asked me lowrile the series 
| initially turned it down,” he says, “Iwas 
pretiy busy. ve been oa fan of Star Wars 
since | was ble pears old—= hue tl really 
didn’t knew what | could add to the 
mythology, But the mout day | was taking 
ashower and had this idea of telling a 
story from the point of view of somoane 
like me, a regular quy. Someone who 
has heard of Kan Sele and Luke and 
Leia and Chewie, and is kind of in awe 
of them,” 

Each of febe! Hefst's dour issues is 
bold frori the perapechive of a “regular 
Joe” character who encs up working 
Wilhone of ihe berees, IS a vey of 
these classic characters as if you're the 
Quy Slanding neal io them,” says Kind. 
“We'll get to ‘smell’ Chewie and get to 
Pun alongeide Han, lq the first issue, 
with Han, at first you get svsept up in it 
and ifs Kind of awesome Bul eentivally 
you realize that hanging out next io Han 
is one ef the most dacupercus places io be. 
Also, we know Han is going to make it, but 
that guy nexkdo him? Well vou probably 
havent heard of him for areason.~ 
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Aebel Hers! takes readers to 
a number ol diverse spots acres 
the galagry, including a Yenice- 
slyle planet (hat gave lbalian 
artist Marco Castialle ihe hance 
‘bo apply his considerable skills. 

“Tike to be challenged, 
Sludying new environments for 
every new story | work on," 
Says Castello. “| graduated in 
sconagraphy, and I've learnod 
‘bo draw backgrounds and settings 
using Lhe cinematic aris. The 
Opportunity to draw Venice ina 
Star Wars comic was 
uAguesbionably funny ler eee,” 

Mind? underscores the 
imporlance of picking Uhe right 
environment lo make a slary lael 
like it's a part of the galaxy far, 
far away. “Thad three things te 
hgure oud when wrote gach 
chapter,” he says. “Main 
characier, POV character, and 
location, The location drives the 
action and interacts with the 
characters, and singe this ta 
visual medium it needs to be fun 
bo draw. nm a writerfariist, so 
len always writing with the idea 
of what would be fun to draw 
and what | would like lo see,” 
Castlella, whe previcusly 
illustrated an ancient era of 
the Star Wars universe an Mange 
Errant: Escape, is excited by the 
chance to jump forward in ihe 
limeling te ihe larnliar enwirgmns. 
of the fllms. “| have to say that 
drawing the environments of the 
classic Star Wars perbad ipa 
commitment that makes my 
hands and knees shake,” he says. 
“Drawing such papular characters 


Parcite by Adare Hoh on 


ARS 


is a challenge. | bowe the classic Stor Wars 
comics and Pm constantly studying the 
jwark otiha great artiste wha proceded 
me, aned |iry bo give it my persamal touch.” 
The third issue of féebet Hera’ stars 
Chowhbacca, a characher whe can't 
communicate on the page through 


dialogue ballegns or thought bowes, 
But this dact didn't slow Kindt dean in 
the least. “He wad the easiest of all!” 
Says Kindk, “You kind af leave it to ihe 
imagination what he's really saying. 
He's leamed up wilh quy who cand 
understand him any more than we can, so 
it’s met like with Han, where his reaction 
gives you a clue what Chewie is saying.” 
That put oven more pressure on 
Castiello to convey Chewie's thoughts 


and emotions through reactions and 
gesiures. “Chewbaces is so funny!” he 
Bays. “He dagen t have many faclal 
expressions, £0 | think it's important to 
canney his emotions by emphasizing his 
body Language.[The Chewbacca issue) is 
my favorite chapter. It has an emotional 
sucker purch 1hat will hepelully cateh you 
off quard,” adds Kindt. 

In the end, Rébed Heri isn't just a 
wiew from the outside ai four af ihe most 
famous characters in pop culture. [t's also 
4awhirlwind tour through comics penres. 
“Han's issua is more of a thrillerfchase 
story.” explains Kind. “Leia's is a spy! 
espionage sory. Chewie's is more of a 
sword and sorcerg/Conan style fale, and 
Luke's is a combination of all of those.” 
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Leia Launches 
a Dangerous 
Offensive in 
the Second 
Collection of 
the Acclaimed 
Star Wars 
Series 


The Star Hors series 
by wriber Brian Wood 
(OM2) has given fans 
an exciting jUMping-on 
point inbo the world of 
Star Wars comics. Set 
after the destruction 
of the first Death Star, 
the series is packed 
with rebel intrigue, 
Imperial overkill, and 
high=Mying Xing 
apace hatilos, Im Star 
Wars Volume 7; Gram 
tine Fuios of Afdorxan, 
Princess Leia sends 
Febel pilots Wedge 
Antilles and Luke 
Skywalker on 2 
Mission to gel 
eaplured by lhe 
eneny—on purpose! 
Meanwhile, Leia sels 
offen her own with the 
intemt of locating 3 
new 2ofe haven for ihe 
rebels. The 145-page 
trade paperback 
collects issues #7-12 of 
the ongoing series, and 
features the artof Ryan 
Kelly and Cartos D'Anda 
with a cover by Hugh 
Fleméng. fis available 
beginning April 16 
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2014 GENTLE GIANT 
PREMIER GUILD 
MEMBERSHIP 
The 2014 Gentle Giant Premier 
Guild Membership is neve 
available and offers four 
exclusive produits lo buy when 
you Poin, You can choeee trem 
the Daredevil Marvel Mini Bust 
or (hree Star Fears products, 
which include a Luke Skywalker 
Endor Mini Bust, a Gucen 
Amidala Fed Senate Gown Mini 
Bish or 6 2-18 Vewlage Juba 
Kenner Figure. For $80 you 
can choose one of these four 
items free [plus shipaing and 
handling), with the possibility 
ef purchasing any of the 
oiher three ibems, boa, 
Members aloo receive: 
a discount of 10% on all 
orders of non-exclusive! 
Pegilar reloase prguchs 
Placed directly through the 
Gentle Giant websibe: a ome- 
time 530 coupon code toward 
the purchase of any in-stock 
item; a S10 gilt certricate code 
for 82 on any anline purchase 
[including pre-ardars); ard tha 
opporbundty to purchase any 
exclusive creabed during the 
2014 calondar year, This last 
part includes all distributor, 
internalional, and convention 
faclusmes, including the 
opperbunity to pre-order San 
Osego Comic Con exclusives, 
Gelert anyone alae, ond ie 
oplhon to purchase the anriual 
holiday eaclusive release 
Dimited ame per member 
unless aiherwise mobed), 
Gentle Giand will also 
offer exclusive variants and 
Eons afc0ssar ios ler care 
of ils 2014 releases created 
just for the Premier 
Guild Members! 














LUKE ENDOR MINI BUST PGM 2074 GIFT 
This ¢ynamic-looking bust depicts Luke Skywalker in his Endor gear and can be displayed with his signature green leghisaber ignited 
or witha less civilized blaster rifle! This is the first release of any camouflage-clad rebel trem Ridin of tho Jedi, 
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QUEEN 4MIDALA RED SENATE GOWN PGM 2074 GIFT 
This pleoe is. digitally sculpted using actual scan data of the costumes and props 
from the Star Wears prequels, as well as actress Natalie Portman herself! 


HAH SOLO [BESPIN OUTFIT 
VINTAGE JUMBO FIGURE 


Genile Giant adds Han Solo im his Bespin 
outfit as a jumbo figure. Digitally scanned 
Frein a pint 232" Kenner 

reproduced in 12° scale, Han Solo is 

fully articulated and comes complete 
with a faithfully reproduced blasber, 
Available: 04 2014 Price: £00 
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2-18 VINTAGE JUMBO KENNER FIGURE 

This Vintage Jumbes Figure lo inapired by the original Kenner 
figure that was digitally scanned from a mint 24° original in 
onier bo oneate this supersized version, Made of durable plastic, be 
comes with a faithfully reproduced accessory and Is fully articulated. 
Gentle Giant has packaged this figure ina resealable plastic outer 
elamplrell an a backing card in keeping with the original lacus, 
Available: 04 2014 Price: $80.00 
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WEOGE ANTILLES MINI BUST y (a INGEP TAN ¢ 


iow? i pour chance to evn rebel 


hero Wedge Antilles asa polystane | Cat = | 
Mini Bust, The rencened pilot cames — 
in his signature flightsultand helmet, | | | ) 4 


and wields 3 blaster. Premier Guild 
Members are able bo buy the Wedge 
Antilles Mini Gust in deluxe dorm 
heaiuring 4 second interchangeable 
feted withoue Might helmet for the 
samme price as the regular piece. 
Available; O4 2014 Price: $80 
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The Star Wars: Age of Rebellion Beginner's 
Game features a complete learn-as-you- 
qo adventure. Pre-generated character 
folios keep rules right at your fingertips, 
while custom dice and an exciting 
narrative gameplay system make every 
roll a story 

The Star Wars: Age of Rebelfion 
Beginner's Game can be enjoyed by 
players of any siciLl level. lt presents 
a simplified and abridged version of the 
full. Age of Mebeliion rules. The adventure 
included, Takeover af Whispor Base, will 
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GAMES 
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hawe you and your friends learning a you 
play. Deep im the jungles of Onderon, you 
and your allies must try to infilirate the 
Empire's Whisper Base and turn it inbo a 
forward base for the Rebel Alliance. With 
plenty of opportunilies for combat, social 
encounters, and more, fakeorer af Walser 
Mase teaches the fundamentals of Age of 
Rebellion as you play! 

The set includes all the components 
that up bo five players need to enjoy 
adwentures in the Shar Wars galaowy. 

Adour=page intro sheet starts new 
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players on the path to roleplaying 
adventure with a brief overview and 
example of play. 

The f2-page learn-as-you-play 
adventure book includes thorough 
explanations of the rest of the contents 
and ensures that important game 
mechanics are introduced incrementally. 
4 48-page pertect-baund rulebook 
presents the game's mechanicsina 
conwenient format and will allow you 
to dewelop your avn adventures too, 
Available: G2 2014 Price: $29.95 
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STAR WARS CHROME 
PERSPECTIVES 
The Last sat of Star Wars chine trading 
cans released by Tapps came out in 1999 
and leatured a base set of 90 cards, plus 
ld chase and 2 prame cards and was the 
last classit Star Ward sel to be released 
prior ta the prequel irlogy. 

Filleen years Later, Topps is 
revisiting chrome based cards with @ 
new trading card set called Sar Wars 
Chrome Perspectives, which explores the 
viewpoints of fhe Rebel Alliance and the 
Empire. The 100-card base set profiles 
characters split into 50 Rebel Alliance 
and 50 Empire cards. In addition to the 
base cards there are five levels of insert 
cards that add depih to the set, including 
10.08 each of Aebel Wanted Posters [1:2 
packs], Empire Priority Targets [1:4 
packs|, Rebel Training Cards [1:8 packs], 
Rebel Alliance Propaganda [1:12 packs] 
and Empire Propaganda (1:24 packs), 
making the total 150 cards, 
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HARM SOLO 
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CRIMGE BEEINET TOE COE 


BAS HAHILL. 2 


— LUKE SKyWALKER — 


There are alse numerous chase cards 
to collect, including five parallel sets: 
Standard Acfractor |i per pack, Prism 
Refractor [numbered to 199), %<Fractor 
Jnumbered fo 79), Gold Fractor [numbered 


o $0) and Supartractor [numbered 
1|. Each hobby box comirs wiih tw 
additeonal hits, leaturing ane Silver 
Helmet Medallians or 100 Gold Helmet 
Medallions per subject [1 per besl, 10,000 
Chrome Skeleh Cards, 5,000 On-Card 
Awiegraphs, Gold Aubograph Parallels 
(10 per subjectl, Superfractor Autegragh 
Parallels |) per subject], 400 Printing 
Plates and duiographed Printing Plates 
(6 per subject), and a medallion relic 
(1:55 packs], autograph (1:55 packs}, dual 
suiograph (200 total, or printing plate 
(1,628 total. 

Autographed cards include numerous 
actors from the Star Wars saga. The 
new Chrome Sketch Cards and Hebmet 
Medallions add value for Star Wars 
collectors and the metal helmet cards. 
will feature helmets worn by ihe Rebel 
Alliance and Empire. 
Awailable: May 14 2074 Prive: $95.97 
Hobby Box [24 Packs = 2 hits/box) or 
$3.99/pack (4 cards,/pack) 
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Since 2001, Official Pix a partnership of of franchise management at Lucasfilm, Mark Hamill (Return of tie Seo) 8x 10- 
long-time Star Wars tans Ben Stbowens and Howard Rolfman [formerty president Sia 

Philip Wise) has been the most trusted of Lucas Licensing]. Maric Hamill [Tine Enypine Stokes Bark] 
name in Sar Wars aubographs, providing Available; Mow Pricing: Mark Hamill! Tina” Siz499 

more authentic autographs te fans than any Carrie Fisher Qual Signed de10° $144,797 Ray Park Ba l0" $22.97 

other prevwider werldwide and has bean and $169.77 [Caler| Tom Kang Se 10° S19.99 

responsile for bringing the autograph Carrie Fisher 8x 107 $54.99, Warwick Harrison Ford 8x10" $£34.79 
programs io Star Wars Celebration events. Davis/Carrig Fisher Qual Signed 819° Kenny Baker Bx 107 $35,997 

alll ayer the world 5h9,99 


Dlicial Pix works clasely with Star Wars 
Oblabritios [ram both trilegias, Star Wars: 
The Chane Wars, ard those from the 
Expanded Universe, including Mark 
Hamill, Jarves Earl Jones, Carrie Fisher, 
Chreiapher Lee, Anlheny Daniels, and 
Samuel L. Jacksen, la mention bul 4 lew. 

Each suihentic autograph is either 
offered on your eam product via a fend-in 
gercice) or its officially licensed photos, 
which feature & holographic loge sticker. 
Official Pix includes a Certificate of 
Aulhenticiy (COA with each officially 
litensed aubagraph. The issuance of this 
certificate is laken very seriously and 
their COA is signed mot only by Official 


Pix, but also by executive vice president 
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HAN SOLO (IN HOTH GEAR) 


SPring mibght be just around the corner, 


but fer sore at might still be fold as 
Hath! Cantina is eer popular range of 
Slath-seale figures tram Hoth—the 
perial prebe draid, 
ander Luke Skywalker and 
tountaun—Caplain Han Sale is next up 
from Sideshow Collectibles, which 
incidentally celebrates is 20th 
versary in 2014. 

Ever since his appearance in ihe 
opening scenes of Str Mars: Episode ¥ 
The Em ikes Gack, Han Salo has 


broversy due to the changing 
or of his jacket! While it's been 
luded that the color of hes jacket was 

in fact brown, on screen il always looked a 
dark shade of blue [because of the way the 
film wars color timed|. This bed to the 
release of the original Kenner action 
figure wearing a blue jacket as well os the 
Marvel comic adaptation depicting him 
wearing a blue jacket 

Almost 36 years on, the debate 
newertheless continues and while many 
fans hark back to the original Kenmor 
action figure they played within ihe 1780s, 


Sideshow has decided to give fans a 
choboe by offering Solo in both blue and 
brown versions of his jacket. Whichever 
version you choose, he comes fully 
equipped with a quilted parka, with rank 
insignia and fur-trimenved heod amd two 
scares. A cap and goggles frame the 
lifelike portrait. 

Fora onal display options, swap 
in the Sideshow Exclusive portrait without 
headgear, depicting Han as he appears 
inside Echo Base [tauntaun sold 
soparaboly), Available: Movember 2014 
Price: $199.99 
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The Latest Star Wers sweaters 
from WeLoveFine.com leature 
fantastic designs for both men 


and women. Sweabers range 5 =r 
from S48 to S52. 
As spring approaches, | | 


WeLoweFine.com continues 
to grow its Star bars tee 
collection, adding some great 
new designs for 2014. 
Available: Mow 

Price: Sweaters range from 
$4b—552; tens $25. 











) BY THE FANS. 
' FOR THE FANS. 
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CREATIVE S747 WARS FANS, REJOICE! ITS TIME ONCE AGAIN FOR THE NEARLY ANNUAL BAN THA TRACKS 
ART GALAXY EDITION. FOR FANS WHO ARE NATURAL ARTISTS, AND FOR THE REST OF US WHO ARE NOT 
ARTISTICALLY GIFTED BUT STILL APPRECIATIVE, HERE IS 4 SELECTION OF FAVORITE GANTHA TRACKS ART 
SUBMISSIONS FROM THE PAST TEAR. 
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Slawe Leis—Return ef the Jed JOG Sontwersare by 
limdial Alejimeins Moreno Opurut of Baja, oxen, 


firtist Philip Aireera of Sac Bernardino 
ermaied the crigimal 14250 pivce 


= i “Red Flee” in watercolors, 
; a “and had» Iot of fun!” 
=i vine 
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tril Andrea Sfricklaced created 
this genius giece that | have already 
rhured a nd dhe odtice and with Siar 
Word Seba’ praduedr Dave Filani- 
“Shin Wars Pek 
butt already h 
likely be bs 
Inquisitor,” ¥ 
Previous expr 
ans adds io lhe & 
Ik Bio see these darker cha 
arith a lively ss . 
Thanks far helping priwide that livety 
owerborer. andreas 
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Star Wars fen Yor a beng time!" Thank 
yOu, Sara, Por this excellent Boba Fett art. 
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G-3PO losis as 
theugh hes ge a 
bad feeling about some- 
thing... again? Art 
by Emily Aenbrecia. 
“have watched all 
of the Sue ters mowies 
over 50 iimes,” writes 
A-year-old Emily. 
“Tabi Lowa Bhe art 
atthe Back ef Star Wars 
fniger,” We bees your 
art aa vaoll, Emily! 





T Eric Sisbeneck's wimion of “Ihat crazy old hermit 
fren Talaaine.” Jordan Maison created Jabéa and bis pet rancer, Clearly Best in Shoe 


Female fey2d Guard by dcgee Gonohue of the 
Titre? Audiralia Garren oh Audtialia. 










tT In haner 24 Bay the 2h, 2099 [which is inbertutional Star Wars dag fer theae 
wha might have been living inside an osteroed far the past several years! 












Anish Elijah Mares of Ohio writes, “Udrew this picture eset and it took me 2 
couple hours {9 draw, Bobs Fett whos Jabbs by misteke,” 





ginal ort, orbepe ort, caries, ie ration, mine, 
Sores, meeting Information, of any materials voluntarily 
submitted become dhe property of Gath Fences, Ho 
eompnsalian will bo given fer veluelary submissions, 
and there is no quarantee of publication. Submissions to Banta Tracks 
will not be returned, 


Each submission must include the creators name, age, contact details, 
date the work was created, and « statement thal the werk is oreginal, and 
created by the parson submitting if. 


Send electronic filed to banihaleaeksGstarwars com, oF send your geil 
Mmallio 2aotha Tracks, cio Mary Franklin, P.O. Bow 29901, Sam Francisco, 
Ca ee127 





af artint Tam @mici created an eriginal shetsch, and then Jediand Sith versions of tha’ sketch, on hip Simgung balay mehiie pcos 


“Tivas irainéed i the traditional pan and paper! pieribrush dad canvas wis ol doeey Ching,” ATMS Amel. This is the first time ve dane ane work 
diggally.” Were enjoging your first foray info digital art, Tom, Thana you for setenitheng ba faith Tracks 
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Martin says she loves desigming cloihes, and her passions far deskgn and fashion are clear In her 
arbyork of ghrikeng Star Wave females 


V bove Sar bars,” wreies Ane Pino Martino Spat, Aled | lowe fashion, Higing tashegm wgh Star 
Wars can be incredible,” 
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Artit Jose Sanches haw created a number of Siar bers art 
Rennes ower thee years. Fee this edition ol Bantha Tracks Art 
Galany we bove picked qué iqur that reflect «theme ere lowe 
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-) In hes Bracilimperia ears, alist Adriana Ticiane of Bracil depects repieers of ihe coumlry as they might be within am leporial Siar Wars 
Bnheree, Thes shriking piece. biled "Rien Janae Wl" evokes Rin de Janeira, 


Sbunning 2d mes crabhe 
Sig irae) aru, cra wrarey 

“The Padaeran,” created 
by sriest Ben ©, Fosber, 
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Jim Wiaiga of Pecland works im fhe realen 


ographic art, oneating 


delightful and often whimsical imaged with aclian figured. 


Ecentiy | enjoyed a wonderfel boliday 
taason wilh my ire” of friends in 
Cardawva, AlggKa. While | was beeire, 
| started referring ta “the five 
thinge me gaod #1,” « phrade tered By 
a compliment an my reisology skills 
“Your infused boone and original cockkails. 
are really good” said aw friend, 
“That's cee of the five things Mim qed at,~ 
responded f 
| don't Kinde whee that umber tartan 
trom, burl once the senience popped oat of 
mricerth it Imnmecabely sparked speculalean an 
wheal [he olker Beer things coald be | rofuaed 
fo give them al away. did admit to ane 
mene) my Aainman ability to eee an ecdire 
Celebration af ence during planning aed 
execution, from moam sizes fo fraltec pathenns 
fo eregramening dohedoled bo location’ of 
volunbeers, stad! and celebrities. 
My plan is to only occasignally mention 
ene of the five Ehings I'm good 2, in the hope 


lhat envy friends forged ihe other ones. in cose 
hare ere really only deur things fm geod at, 
or il by happy chance there mash be six, they 
eon t remember which ones (ve revealed 
and won'l be able to keep Irack. 

Even thaueghs | went lel all the five for 
four, or six. or. Maker-help-ooe. Hhreel things 
I'm good af, twill revel thal | am no good 
at art. When I's putting teqether ihe Art 
Galaxy editigns of Fanihg frocks | an etien in 
fe ed tha talent of aur fellow Star Wars fang. 
an eed bn ihe aitist chub, Bua | aim in Ghee Pan 
clo for their dalent 

The Star Wars galany inspires orlisis 
and bas for more than 30 years. New 
characters, such as the Inquistor |perhape 
ihe newt Star Wars chick magnet! and 
limetless chanatbers like Foods will iar 
caer and over again in individual artistic 
interpretations. Please kee them coming 
lo Bantia fracks! (Sec submisston guidelines 


pege 70,] 


While | hawe nod seen the scrip aed 
have no ides yet what will happen in Star 
Pars: Egtsodé Vil, | leak forward! be seni 
whad the nee moves inspires in the creative 
and talented among you 

Aa for ma, Vi stick be what I'm gece al, 
and when it comes bo art UW steck 10 admiring 
year work, 


Get in Tracks! 
Mary Franklia 
Edaor, Fantha Tracks 
















MEET THE STARS, SHOW THE 
EVIDENCE, WIN THE BOUNTY! STAR 
WARS INSIDER'S BOUNTY HUNTERS 
——_ SECTION IS 


= = a SPONSORED 
ey" BY ROTOBURITA. 
EACH ISSUE'S WINNER 
WILL RECEIVE THIS FANTASTIC 
ROTOBUKIVA ST47 MARS STATUE KIT! 


KOTOBUKIVA 





TALKING WITH TANO! 


allendéd Stan Lees Camikare 
ention in Los Angeles in Movember 2013. We had 
Ahsokea Tana herself, actress 
eth, Noah and 
one Wars together 
en Blu-ray, He wis 6 Gil nerd me foe, bik Shee was 
great with him. She too woimdnutes te talk with beth ot 
ar Wars Insider 8740. The highlight was 
Shig AKeoKA Ss Voled armed called Kirn 
“Skyguy. Will be the first of many Star Wars 
celebrities he meels.—Andrew Kiefer, Camarillo, 
California, USA, 





“De you wan to ribet Harrigan Ferd?” ivy friend lvorne called 
and asked me. 

After | came back io consciousness, | realized she was 
asking if me and my wile, Sarah, would like te go toa Screen 
Actors Guild screening with her to see the Harrison Ford 
Filey, 

After anciously squinming In my seat for the duration of 

the File, he was brought gut to Lak abowt 22 and doa O64. 
one asked him a tvo=part question, the second of which 
was ifhe would sign my Star Wars 10th anniversary poster. 

After the O24, Mr, Ford walked right toward me ie sign 
my poster. Suddenly | found myself sorambling to find a pen, 
marker, pencil of crayon for him to use. | found & sharpie in 
one of the many pockets of my Han Solo Bespin jacket [sadly 
he never noticed | was weaning it) He signed my poster and 
handed tt back ba me With one of bis raquish hall-smiles. | 
finally met Han Solo! A gang of Wookiees could not have taken 
the smile af! my bearing lace 

lwant fo give a big thank you fo my friend land ox-wite) 
hronne for making my Jé-year dream come true!—Aichard 
Weleski, by eri 
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2 acsiatt! He's the pices 
d aindl | just happened to 
A shirt tod! —Trin 





City, Whi 


JENSSEN, 


iS well 48 one of the books 


They mot omby sl 





= if j C 
idiod Abow “OM be i! 
J nveniion erin He | 
there, liamal Rich Laser Al | 
the Wlustrators of Star bars: Complete Vehicle 


wihors, 


Ryder Wfindh 








CAH YOU GO ONE BETTER? 


HAVE YOU MET EWAN MCGREGOR? 
MAWBE YOUVE JOKED AROUND 

WITH JAMES EARL JOWES OF EVEH 
CUDDLED UP TO PETER CUSHING!? 
SEMD PHOTOS, AND STORIES. OF TOUR 
ENCOUNTERS WITH THE STARS OF 
STAR WARS TO: BOUNTY AUN TERS, 
STAR MOUS MSIE VILA THE 
(CONTACT [RETAILS OW PAGE 3, 

OR EMAIL US AT STAR WAR SINSIDERG 
TITAWEMAIL.COM 





fa ~ pape. j = maar 
@ Op Hs FATH ER'S LIGHTSE AB BER “ 


“An elegant weapon fora more civilized age.” Few movie props 
capture dhe imagination as immediaiely aa a syrerd with 4 blade of 
pure energy. This scene introduces the concept of a ‘Laser seord 
to the audience through Luke as he Leanns, comtirary to what his 
uncle told him, that hep lather was a Jedi Knight, Ibvwag Anakin 


Skywalker's lightsaber that got me into prop building and collecting. 


The sitwer handle was. a old press camera Mash vik lhe beg 


reflecting dish removed. its inner workings were replaced with a 
motor ihal apien a wooden dowel, partially cowered wilh reflective 
material. Thes created a shimmering whale core when capbured on 
film and animators hand embellished each frame to add lhe glowing 
aflect, | Like how the vinwer's aye ig draen to the coe! blue blade 

in thés room full of neutral warm tones. The justaposition of rustic 
Selling’ wih technology i wey io dhe look of Star Wines. 








rakes his first 
had lived a fairly 


7 supported by a mounting post obscured behind R2-02. By shooting this same area 
| from different vantage points if served as multiple Locations throughout the film. 
a Wars Canyon,” a6 it beeaene bnenwn, le also where the Jawas caplured 2, 





LUKE’S FIRST LIGHTSABER DUEL 


This is such a tense moment, especially when | 
finest Saw thee piewie a4 age tix, Luke had prewiaisgly 
wielded his lightsaber against a training remote, 
wampsa, and a dark vistanin ’ cave, but here the 
Makas are foal as he gods Up against the biggest 
bad guy in the universe: Garth Vader. Luke is first 
ie ignite hig saber, displaying his eagerness thal 
isa Lange part of why fhe tose this fight. He rushed 
inte (he sstuation before he was ready. When Vader 
aclivates his own Lightsabor, the red blade oxiends 
menacingly slow. Luke's brashwess becomes mone 
evident a6 he jdwantes, awinging as hard as he 


— — ar | 
a - iL can. Vader counters almost casually, wiclding his 
weapon with just one hand. The carbon freezing 
' chamber set provides a great graphic backdrop: 
\" ail dark salhouettes fighting against bold shapes of 


blue gid erange, The rising steam and spatlights 
“enhance the foreboding mond. 


Gs THE MILLENNIUM FALCON RESCUES LUKE 


Luke escapes his near death encounter wilh Vader with the wllimabe “trast fell” Trapped over a giant went@ation shah, be lets go, Ireely 
rasignimg his late to the will of the Force, Aher a peries of bubs leaves him hanging upside down on a weathervans ha calle out lor 
help, First to Obi-Wan, but then Leia. When she hears him amd they turn the ship around, up, and over the clouds i's a welcome, uplifting 
moment alter 4 series. of dark turns, | hove oll ihe shots of the Mulenaium Falcon on Bespin, bul ey lavoribe me when the ship flies under 
Clowd City to rescue Luke. Por greater detail, UM used the original five=foot Fatcon model from New Hope, but it was retrofitted with 
taro additional Landing pear houwsangs bo match the new Empire models. The sunset lighting, clouds, and sine relations between the cily, 
Luke. and the ship make lor a great scene. 
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DARTH VADER PROTECTS HIS SON 


a 
Al Luke Skywalker’s mosl desperate reaneni, 
his father reemerges to save him. Darth Vader's 
“inner conflicd came io a head when te was ferced 
te choose brhwoen his master and his son. The 
Emperar, for all his foresight and planning, never 
expelled his. undging would be thee return ol Anakin 
Sipealber, Luke's faith in his father was rewarded in 
{his key scene that marks the beginning al the efed fer 
the dark sido’s hold on the galayy. This is my tavorite 
mament fram feta ofthe ted: Palpatine lifted up 
over the Death Star Ils reactor chalet wilhvlightning 
SLL projecting from his fingertips. The power 7 rging 
{hroigh Vader's armor exposes the man within—the 
skeletal and mechanical alike. The lightning and X-ray 
effects were both accomplished through thedee of 
Iradational aniriation cwerLaid cele Whe (nares Davee Interview by 
Prowse, a bodybuilder and weightlifter, performed Mark Newbold 
(his heavy lilting stunt himself, eT 
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THE SINISTER SEPARA 


INSIDER OW THE MYSTERIOUS GENERAL GRIEVOUS 
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"MISSED AN ISSUE? 
COMPLETE YOUR COLLECTION TODAY! 
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TITAN COMICS 
NEW SCI-FI COLLECTIONS 


THE GRLPSDE OPEL THAT SPEED THE Fal ) THEGUAFEIG NIVEL THAT IMSPIREO THE FEM! | 





Snowpiercer Vol. 1: Snowpiercer Vol.2: 


The Escape (GN) The Explorers (GN) 
ON SS4LE WOW ON SALE WoW 
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Numbereruncher (GN) Devil May Cry (GN} Lost Planet (GNM) 
ON SALE NOW ON SALE NOW ON SALE NOW 
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